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Office of the Baltimore and Susquehanna 
Rail Road Company, Oct. 18, 1829. 


To the Stockholders of the Ba!timore and Susquehan- | 


na Rail Road Company. 
GENTLEMEN: 

Since the last Annual Report of the Board, a general 
meeting ofAle Stockholders was called on the 25th day 
of May, to consider what steps were then necessary to 
be adopted for the interest of the company. At that 
meeting the views of the board were submitted at large 
to the consideration of the stockholders, who, ufter a 
free consu!tation and interchange of opinion, 

Resolved, That it was expedient to proceed forthwith 
in the construction of the road as far as the division line 
between Maryland and Pennsylvania, For the informa- 
tion of the Stockholders, a copy of its proceedings, 
together with the report of the board, is herewith sub- 
mitted, and a careful consideration of the facts and ar- 
guments upon which the resolution was founded to 
proceed with the work, is respectfully requested from 
those who were absent upon that occasion—and oth- 
ers, who may now begin to feel an interest in the sub- 
ject. 

In pursuance of the resolution of the Stockholders, 
the board proceeded to a careful examination of the 
various routes, which had been surveyed and reported 
to the company by Gen. Swift; and also directed a par- 
ticular survey to be made along the valley of Jones’ 
Falls and Roland’s Run to the head of the latter stream. 
The surveys and plots being returned, the board were 
placed in full possession of the whole subject, and with 
all the information necessary to a fair comparison of the 


various courses which had been designated for the line | 


of the road—these were, 
1st. ‘The Turnpike Road from Baltimore to York. 
2d. From the first bridge on the York road, along 
the valley of Jenkins’ Run and Herring Run, to the 


source of the latter in Sater’s Ridge, and thence to a | 


point near the ten mile stone on the York Road, and 
and where the sources of Roland’s Run and Deye’s Run 
approach each other. 


3d: Along the valley of Jones’ Falls to the mouth of 


Roland’s Run, and thence along the margin of that 
stream to the same point as the second route. 
It is to be observed, that all these routes of the first 


future extension of the road to the main Gunpowder, 
and thence to the Susquehanna river.—It was therefore 
only necessary at this time for the board to determine 
the actual route upon this first division, leaving the 
precise location of the road from that point for further 
and more minute examination and future decision. 

A comparison of the three routes abovementioned, 
left no hesitation upon the mind of the Directors, that 
the one along the margin of Jones’ Falls and Roland’s 
Run was in every respect to he preferred over the 
others, uniting in itself greater facility of construction 
—abundance of stone and other materials—less expense 
in making it, and when finished, more permanency and 
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|durability. The report of the Engineers will show in 
| detail the comparative merits of the routes and the 
grounds upon which the opinion of the board is sustain- 
ed. It is not necessary to state in this report all the 
facts which exist, in regard to the comparative advan- 
tages of the lines indicated by the surveys. It is sufficient 
to remark in regard to the first—of the Turnpike Road, 
| that in order to render it practicable for the uses of a 
Rail Road, it will be necessary to break up the present 
bed, for the purpose of cutting down the elevations and 
| filling the hol'ows and grading them to such slopes as 
could be profitably used on a rail road—these cuttings 
and embankments, from the nature of the country over 
which the turnpike passes, would furm a series of incli- 
ned planes, ard would require at least forty stationary 
engines to overcome the same number of elevations 
between Baltimore and the Susquehanna river. The 
cost of preparing the intermediate road between the 
inclined planes, would have been enormously expen- 
sive, and when to all these difficulties, you add the cost 
of purchasing out the proprietors of the present turn- 
pike route, there could be no hesitation in adoptin 
the opinion of Gen. Swift, in his report of 1828, “that 
|any idea of constructing a railway upon the turnpike, 
must be abandoned.” 
The second line along the eastern side of the turn. 
pike road, in the direction of Jenkins’ Run and the 
western branches of the Herring Run, was found upon 
more cloge inspection to involve greater difficulties than 
had been anticipated. To ensble the stockholders to 
| Judge between the comparative merits of these routes, 
| it must be kept in mind that to attain the point of the 
first division of termination, it is necessary to pass the 
summit of Sater’s Ridge, which is 478 feet above tide; 
|to accomplish this object by a direct line along the 
| turnpike has been shown to be impracticable, the next 
efturt was to effect the same end by following the val- 
| leys of streams having their source in that ridge; this it 
was thought could be done by following the valley of 
| Jenkins’ ttun to its head, thence to the first western 
| branch of Herring Run to its head, thence to the second 


| and third branches, whose yalley reaches to the sum- 
| mit of the ridge. But it was found, that after passing 
| Jenkins’ Run, the branches of Herring Run, before- 
| mentioned, rise from the slope of Sater’s Ridge, and 

pursue a southeasterly direct on until they unite in the 
main branch. The ridges of land between these branch- 
es were found to present a surface of very considerable 


| elevation, unbroken by any depression along which the 
division of the road from Baltimore, unite at the same | 


place; which in any event must become the point of | 


read could have passed from one branch to another. — 
To pass these ridges, would have required a succession 
of deep cuttings exceeding seventy-five feet, or the use 
of stationary engines of immense power to overcome 
the various elevations. The whole distance by this route 
to the end of the first division, at the head of Roland’s 
Run and David’s Run, would be fifteen miles and a 
half. 

The third or last route adopted by the Board, com. 
mences at the city boundary, on the west side of Jones’ 
Falls, at an elevation of ninety feet above tide, thence 
along the western margin of that stream, to a point be- 

| tween Beatty’s Powder Work and Pedee’s Cotton Fac. 
| tory, about seven miles from the city, where it crosses 
| Jones’ Falls; thence along the eustern margin to Ro- 
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Jand’s Run; thence up the valley of that stream to the | Mill, more than two-thirds of the work upon the first 


head of Deye’s Run. The whole distance is twelve 
miles, and the total elevation from the point of depar- 
ture to be overcome, is two hundred and cighty-nine 
feet; and as Jones’ Falls breaks through Sater’s Ridge, 
this can be accomplished by a hill side excavation on 
the whole line upon a regular plane of twenty four feet 
to the mile,’ without any deep cutti: g whatever—and 
where it becomes necessary to blow off the projecting 
points of rocks, the demand for the stone in building 
culverts, reduces the expense to a level with common 
cutting. Upon these routes we encounter no extensive 
flats where heavy and expensive filling will be re- 
quired, and the ravines whith make ipto the Falls from 
the west, are short and precipitous, and consequently 
require but very narrow bridges or culverts to cross 
them. 

The cost of the road on this line will be much di- 
minished, from the circumstance of no distant removal 
‘of the earth being necessary; from the convenience and 
durability of the work when completed. 

Having determined upon the route of the first diyi- 
sion of the road, arrangements were immediately made 
for the commencement of the work, and the first stone 
was laid by the Grand Lodge of Masons in Maryland, 
with the usual ceremonies, on the 8th day of August 
last, it being the First Hundredth Anniversary of the 
City of Baltimore. Since that time the work has pro- 
gressed steadily, and upon a system which experience 
shows, to be economical and judicious. 

The plan which has been heretofore adopted in all 
public works of a similar kind, of letting it out by sec- 
tions to contractors, was believed to be liable to many 
and serious objections. The intrinsic difficulty of being 
able to ascertain with any certainty or even an approx:- 
mation to it, the price at which the sections ought to 
be let out to contractors, caused them in a great major- 
ity of cases to be let out at a price either above or be- 
low the actual cost at which the work*could be done— 
jn most instances where the contracts were completed, 
it afforded large profits to the contractor, ani where 
they were taken ata price below the value of the work, 
the contract was given up or thrown back upon the 
company, in either case the company must be the loser, 
and in no event could it be a gainer—for these and other 
reasons which will suggest themselves to the stockhold- 
ers, the Board determined to prosecute the work by 
means of superintendents under the immediate direc- 
tion of the Company and its Engineers. By this means 
a uniformity in the construction, and discipline and or- 
der amongst the hands can be preserved. ‘Uhe certain- 
ty of punctual payment to the labourers at the end of 
the weck, gives us achoice of the best and steadiest 
hands, who work cheerfully and constantly—and the 
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two miles and a half has been completed, at a cost 
which will justify us in placing the average cost of pre- 
paring the whole of the first division of twelve miles, 
including bridges, culverts, and all other structures, 
(except the viaduct at the large stone quarry, and the 
bridge across Jones’ Falls) to receive the rails, at a sum 
not exceeding $4500 per mile. Indeed, after passing 
the first three miles, the facility of the work is so great, 
and the difficulties to be encountered comparatively so 
few, that the road will reach the lime stone'region at an 
expense and within a period of time which will surprise 
all who feel an interest in its success. The whole line 
of country presents a hill side, broken only by a few 
projections and indentations, and rising gradually to its 
summit at an elevation which to the eye, and even to 
the instrument, is Jittle more than a level—it may in- 
deed be said that in the practical operations of the road, 
the gentle inclination of it in the direction to tide wa- 
ter, (whence the heavy burdens will be transported, ) 
affords an important advantage over a dead level. 

These general observations will enable the Stock- 
holders to understand the views of the board in the se- 
lection of the route for the road, the manner of its con- 
struction, and the general features of the country over 

which: it is to pass, 

The report of the engineer which is herewith returt- 
ed, estimates the probable cost of making the road 
complete, for the first 12 miles, at one hundred and 
ten thousand dollars; the estimates are founded upon a 
careful examination of the work itself, and a compari- 
son with the estimates and calculations of experienced 
engineers in other similar undertakings, and the expe- 

| rience which has been derived from the actual progress 
of those works. 

We refer the stockholders to the reports and estimates 
heretofore made, of the probable income to be derived 
from the trade of the rcad, when completed as far as the 
limestone regions. 

A more detailed estimate has since been made, which 
shows with as much certainty as can be given to any 
calculation, that the revenue upon this first division of 
the road would exceed $25,000 per annum. This con- 
clusion is drawn from the present state and condition of 

the trade, and upon the quantity of transportation now 
brought from that region of country to the city. The 
increase of this trade will probably be trebled in a few 
| years by the facility of communication afforded by the 
Rail Road, particularly in the heavy articles of lime and 
marble, the cost of transporting which would not exceed 
one-sixth of the present charge. Tne Quincy Rail Road 
of nearly equal extent with the first division of the 
| Susquehanna road, was made for the sole purpose of 
| reaching the granite quarries, and has been found to 











result of the experiment upon the whole has fully justi- | afford a large profit upon the capital laid out in its con- 


fied the propriety of its adoption. So far as we have 
the means of judging by comparison, and the limited 
operations on our own road, there will be a saving of 


not less than twenty per cent. in this mode of doing |. 


the work, over the old mode of doing it by contrac- 
tors. 

In regard to the extent of our actual operations, we 
have to state that from the first stone it has extended to 
a distance of about three miles, and over a portion of 


struction; in addition to the superior value of our mar- 
ble quarries, we should embrace the whole trade of the 
factories on Jones’ Falls—the whole of the lime trade, 
and the produce of: an extensive and highly cultivated 
country, beside a large number of passengers. ' 

The resolution of the Stockholders at the general 
meeting in May last, contemplated the immediate com- 
pletion of the road to'the Maryland line, under the full 
copviction ‘that before it should reach that point, the 


the line which presents greater difficulties than are to | Legislature of Pennsylvania would have passed the 


be found on the first division, or perhaps on any part, 
of the road between Baltimore and the Susquehanna 
River; the stone quarries immediately beyond Strick- 
er’s Mill, and those opposite White’s Mill, with some 
intermediate points of projecting rocks, presented ob- 
stacles exceedingly formidable in appearance, but ina 
very short time they have been nearly reduced to the 
level of the road, and a large portion of the stone con- 
sumed in the erection of piers for bridges, culverts, and 
parallel walls, to sustain the earth thrown from the hill 
s des—with the exception of a viaduct or bridge-way 
in front of the exhausted stone quarry above Stricker’s 


‘ 
eee . 


charter, or a similar work would be undertaken by a 
company in Pennsylvania, and thus the original object 
of forming a communication with the Susquehanna 
would be effected. Nothing has occurred to impeach 
the correctness of this opinion+;on the contrary, since 
the last session of the Legislature of that State, the cit- 
izens of York county have subscribed the capital of a 
Company to improve the navigation of the Codorus from 
York town to the river, which when completed, will 
leave a space of only eighteen miles between Baltimore 
and the Susquehanna to form a complete and perfect 
communication between the two points. Can any one 
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for a moment believe that such a barrier will continue 
to exist at the expense of the interest of a large portion 
of the people of that State, and involving a degree of 
folly and absurdity, which it would be an insult to attri- 
bute to any enlightened people and a just Legislature. 
The ties which bind the Susquehanna country to Balti- 
more, are too strong to be broken—local jealousies and 
prejudices may for a time prevail over just and sound 
views of State policy, but their reign will be but short, 
trade will: seek and it will find its natural market, 
and any plan of improvement or system of legislation 
which seeks to divert or attempts to force it out of its 
natural channel, is not only unwise in itself, unjust to 
the community at large, but will in the end defeat its 
own object. 

To look forward therefore, to the extension of the 
road to the Susquehanna river in the course of a short 
time, is.natural and ought to engage the attention of 
the Stockholders. It is a subject which has constantly 
occupied the mind of the Board, and whose importance 
cannot be toe much dwelt upon; laying aside their inte- 
rest as citizens, anxious for the prosperity and increase 
of the trade,of the city, and viewing it as mere stock- 
holders whé look alone to their individual interest and 
the revenue to be derived from the investment of capi- 
tal, it presents the fairest prospect of certain and abun- 
dant returns of dividends upon the capital expended. 


extent of the ascending and descending trade, which 
must find its way to and from the seaboard upon this 
road, and we refer the Stockholders to our former re- 
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ber of passengers per annum upon this route—or the 
immense increase of it which the facility of communi- 
cation will produce. Not only the intermediate coun- 
try occupied by a large, enterprising and increasing 
population—studdec. with flourishing villages and towns 
that are fast approaching to be cities, will send forth 
their thousands and tens of thousands, but the grand 
improvements of Pennsylvania, stretching to the north 
and the Ohio, will also pour down its active and busy 
people to the cities on the Atlantic border. The inter- 
course between two such places as Philadelphia and 
Baitimore is not to be measured by any estimate or fixed 
by any rule of calculation, neither is it necessary for 
our purpose to attempt to reduce it to any precise num- 
ber. Let the Stockholder, who will take time to look 
at the subject which our limits will but permit us to 
glance at—suppose the travelling from the east, the 
west and the north to be one, two or three hundred 
thousand persons per annum, or any other number 
within the most limited estimate he may adopt, and 
then apply the charge for transportation at-two or three 
cents per mile; the conclusion is no less astonishing 
than it is true, and the mind will naturally hesitate in 
adopting the result to which the facts and figures inevi- 
tably conduct him. 

It is proper to state that since the last general meet- 
ing of the Stockholders, at which it was resolved to 
commence the work, the board availed itself of the.oc- 
casion of a meeting of the City Council to tender to 
them the stock allotted by the Charter for the Corpora- 
tion—the joint committce of both branches reported, 


We have, heretofore, pointed out the nature and | 
| 


ports upon that head. But little has yet been said upon 
the profits to result to the Stockholders from the trans- | 
portation of passengers alone, an item perhaps of equal | 
if not greater importance than the transportation of pro- | time than the session would allow, and being desirous 
duce and merchanclise. | of giving it that deliberation which it requires,” it was 
A brief examination will show that it must become | resolved that the subject be referred to the next annual 
the great line of communication not only from north fo | session. ‘The opinion of the City Council as expressed 
south, but from the east to the west, and in the end | in their proceedings will no doubt insure a due consid- 
supersede all other modes of communication. j eration of the subject at the regular period for the 
From Baltimore to York by the Rail Road will be | meeting of that body. ‘The intelligence and impartiai- 
about sixty miles, from thence to the Susquchanna river ity of the City Council may be relied upon with safety 
at York Haven, in_a northerly direction, is ten miles, | and confidence. If the views of, the board be correct,. 
and from York to Columbia is the same distance: from | it will be found that the work in question is one not, 
Columbia to Philadelphia, is eighty miles, over which a | only of general interest to the community at large-—but 
Rail Road is now constructing by the State of Pennsy1- e each portion of it will derive a particular advantage 
| 


“that in consequence of the present being an extra ses:, 
sion, and the subject before them one of such high in-:’ 
terest tothe City, and requiring a greater length of 


vania, and is to be extended to the borough of York. | from its operations. Approaching the City boundary 
The whole distance by the Rail Road from Battimore | on the north, and at an elevation of ninety feet above 
to Philadelphia will be but one hundred and fifty miles, | tide, it can with perfect facility be carried to any part 
and if it be conceded that passengers will prefer that | of the City. ‘To the west end of the City it can be con- 
mode of travelling which is safest and cheapest, and | ducted to the highest point at the public property, fer- 
equally expeditious with any other that can be, or has| merly the old Alms House. To the centre of the City, it. 
been devised, it is manifest they will prefer the Rail} can be carried down the valley of Jones’ Falls, at the 
Road route to any other, Supposing the highest rate of | junction of Madison street, and from thence on the 
charge allowed by the charter, to be adopted, the cost | eastern side of the Falls along the avenue laid out upon 
of travelling 150 miles, at three cents per mile, would | the City plot, down to the City block—trom the same 
be $4.50—but it would be fairer to put it down at two | point (the junction of Madison street and the Falls) it 
cents per mile, which would make the cost of a trip | can be carried along in a-line with Madison street, or 
three dollars. ‘The journey can be performed in safety, | lower down towards the junction of Hillen and North | 
ina day and part of the night, in carriages affording | streets, und {vom thence to the valley of Harford Run, 
every convenience or luxury that necessity or refine- | and thence down that Run either upon its margin, or 
ment could desire, affording at the same time the addi-| by a structure thrown over the stream, to its termina- 
tional gratification of passing through one of the finest | tion at the public property. Soin like manner may a 
and most highly cultivated regions of country in the U. 

States. To these inducements for a preference of this | tersection with the Hartford Run, to the eastern part of 
route, may be added other attractions, which though | the City by a line drawn from the point of intersection, 
of minor importance, will still have influence in the | and pursuing the eastern branch of Harford Run afd 
choice. Carriages of all sizes, and fitted up in every | the valley at the head of it to the ravine of Harris’, 
variety of style, to start at any hour, travel at any speed, | Creek,.and thence on the western margin of that water 
and stop at any point to suit the convenience or pleas- | to the basin. ; 
ure of the traveller, will be at the command. of all who} All these routes are entirely practicable, and at a 


desire them. All these considerations combined, surely | moderate expense, arising from the circumstance of the, 


present advantages, which, so long as men consult their | great elevation of the road above tide—there will be no 
interest, their comfort, and their safety, will insure in 


' deep cutting, tunnelling or filling, and but a single, 

this mode of transportation a prefcrence over all others | bridge to be thrown across Jones’ Falls, to accomplish. 

that human ingenuity has ever yet devised. | the desirable object of terminating the Road at the most 
We shall not attempt to estimate the amount or num-. convenient and important points of the City’. 


branch of the road be constructed from the point of in- - 


; 
? 
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These considerations cannot fail to have due weight | 
in the deliberations of the City authorities, as they en- 
tirely remove all ground for local jealousies or sectional | 
and conflicting interests between different parts of the | 
City. 

It cannot fail too, to suggest itself to the members of | 
the City Council, that the Stockholders in this Company | 
have embarked in a work admitted to be of great pub- | 
lic importance and of high interest to the welfare and 
prosperity of the City—and that in the prosecution of | 
this work, they are about to invest a capital of many | 
hundred thousand dollars; they are, moreover, large 
holders of property, and pay into the Treasury of the 
City a large amount of taxes, equal at least to one-fourth | 
of the whole amount of the annual revenue arising from 
direct taxation, and are thus made large contribuiors to 
the public stock in the great western road to which the 
City have contributed a subscription in stock to the 
amount of $500,000. 

Independently, therefore, of the nature of the work, 
and its identity with some of the most important inte- 
rests of the City—it would seem, that a subscription to 
the stock of this Company, on the part of the Corpora- 
tion, is no less the dictate of impartial justice than it is 
of sound policy. 

The instalment called for upon the 15th of Septem- 
ber, and payable on the 15th of November, will be suf- 
ficient for the purposes of the Company during the 
winter, and enables us to make the necessary prepara- 
tion for vigorous and extensive operations early in the 
spring. From the experience we have had of the na- 
ture of the work, and the difficulties tu be overcome, 
we are confident that the road to the limestone region 
can be finished and put into full operation in twelve | 
months from this time. By order and on behalf of the 
Board. 


GEO. WINCHESTER, President. 








CHESAPEAKE & DELAWARE CANAL. 


The lively interest taken by the public in this great | 
undertaking, led us to request an intelligent gentleman, 
well informed upon the subject, toprepare for us a more 
particular description of the work, which he has polite- 
ly done, and which we have now the pleasure to lay 
before our readers. Village Record. 


The Chesapeake and Delaware Canal is something 
more than 134 mifes long; 36 feet wide on bottom and | 
60 feet at surface; is calculated for the passage of vessels | 
drawing 8 feet water, the banks ure however con- | 
~ structed to retain 10 feet of water; thus giving an eztra | 
which can be held up if required, and form, in connec- | 
tion with the summit level of the canal, a reservoir cov- | 
ering an area of over six hundred acres. 


The other reservoirs formed by the ponds on the St. | 
George’s Creek, are owned by the company; the water | 
which-ean. be furnished by reservoirs, is calculated in } 
the aggregate to be abundant for the passage of three | 
thousand vessels, allowing each vessel to use two locks | 
full of water; but it is supposed one third that number 
will be let down to the lower levels by the same water | 


previously used in raising other vessels to the summit. 


Admitting this calculation to be correct, the supply of 
water independently of assistance from summer showers 
or from St. George’s and Broad Creek feeders, will 
pass twenty vessels per day for two hundred days. 

The canal has two Tide and two Lift Locks, each 22 
feet wide and 100 feet between the gates;—the summit 
level is 94 miles long, and 10 feet above ordinary flood 
tide. 

For convenience in executing the work, the canal | 

was originally divided into 7 sections, and numbered | 


; 
} 


from the Delaware harbour, westerly to the Chesapeake | old St. George’s mill pond te the section of the 
' Cut.” 


Tide lock, as follows: 


CHESAPEAKE AND DELAWARE CANAL. 
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Sec. No. 1. Less than 3-8 of a mile. 
6 a More than 5-8 do. 
oe 3. Less than 31-2 do. 
es 4. Less than 51-2 do. 
- 5. ordeepcut,less 33-8 do. 
ss 6. More than 1-2. do. 
os J Less than 13-4 do. 





Whole distance is over 13 1-2 miles: 
These divisions are now of no importance, other than 


| the facility they afford a stranger of acquiring minute in- 
_ formation from contractors and others in the immediate 
_ neighborhood, relative to any division which may have 


fallen directly under their own observation. 

Section No. 2, extending from the artificial harbor on 
the margin of the Delaware through the adjoining 
marsh to the upland, embracing a basin of considerable 
extent above or west of the tide lock. The average 
depth excavated, is 7 feet; the earth removed from the 
canal forms the principal part of the towpath and berm 
banks, which are very wide and substantial. 

The tide lock admits water at flood tide, which is held’ 
up by the ga’es, and supplies the canal to the lift lock 
at St. George’s. 

‘The harbor is not yet completed to its full dimensions, 
but is sufficiently capacious to afford all requisite ac- 
commodation for the present trade; being directly op- 
posite Fort De‘aware, its guns wil afford ample protec- 
tion against the approach ofan enemy. 

Section No. 2, is continued through the upland to the 
marsh. No peculiar or unlooked for difficulties occur- 
red in the excavation of this section. 

The earth being a coarse yellow sani, from 7 to 18 
feet deep, was removed by carts, and properly used in 
the construction of the harbor and banks of the adjoin- 
ing sections of the canal; a pivot bridge is crected near 
the centre of this section. 

Delaware City is Jaid out in lots on both sides of the 
canal, and extends from the harbor past the bridge,—a 
spacious hotel is nearly completed at the lock, and sev- 
eral brick houses and stores are being built near the 
same place; furtherup isatavern. 

Section No. 3, extending through the St. George’s 
marshes to the St. George’s Lift Lock. The surface of 
these marshes is 4 feet below the level or ordinary flood 
tide; the average depth excavated is 6 feet, the bottom 
of the canal being about 3 feet below common low tide, 
a great part of the substance removed isso light and 
spongy as to float in water. 

The towpath and guard bank are between three and 
four hundred feet distant from each other—embracing 
an area of over 150 acres. 

‘These banks are made up of hard gravelly earth,cart- 
ed from the nearest points of upland, the specific gravi- 
ty of this earth exceeding that of the surrounding 
marshes, it sunk in many places fora long time almost 
as fast as it could be carted on, and in several instances 
itis calculated to have gone to a depth of from 60 to 80 
feet, and in one place 100 feet below the original surface, 
at the same time raising many acres of the adjacent marsh- 
es, several feet above its original level. 

The banks are raised 15 feet above the bottom of the 
canal, being more than two feet above the highest 
known tide- The settling has ceased for several months, 


and the works have now every appearance of being per- 


manent. 
The lift of the St. George’s Lock, is from 8 to 10 feet, 


depending upon the navigable height of water both in 
the upper and lower lock; a pivot bridge is constructed 
in connection with this lock, all of free stone, furnished 
by Col. George G. Leiper, from his quarries on the Del- 
aware. 


Near the lock is the village of St. George, where are 


two taverns, two stores, a church and Post Office, &c. 


Section No. 4, extends through and occupies the 
‘Deep 


1829. ] 


The first half mile west of the Lock, the towpath is | 


made very wide to where a connection is formed with a 
point of upland; from this point westerly, the bank is 
only the usual width of 12 feet, the water flowing on 
both sides of the towpath covers the ground formerly 
occupied by the old mill pond, and forms a spacious re- 
servoir both to the right and left, the water having a 


communication through the bank, is kept at the same | 


level on both sides; all danger of failure in consequence 
of pressure upon the bank is thus obviated. 

The bottom of the old pond being in most places be- 
low the required depth of the canal, very little excava- 
tion was necessary except in crossing some points of up- 
land, in which ease the earth was used to form the tow- 
path; other parts of the bank are made with earth bro’t 
by the boats from the “Deep Cut,” a still greater por- 
tion by carting from the most convenient point of up- 
land. 

The bank sunk in several places from 3 to 10 feet; but 
the difficulties of this section from settling are of little 
comparative moment. 

Maxine shells were found in abundance in the earth 
removed from points from 8 to 15 feet above the tide: 
among which were the shells of oysters, at least six times 
the size of the degenerate race of the present day. 

Section No, 5, or the ‘Deep Cut.’ The earth excava- 
ted to form the canal and drains on this section, amounts 
to near ninety millions of cubic feet!! 

The earth excavated was originally removed fiom the 
slope of the canal 45 feet on the south, and 35 on the 
north side of the canal, 

The space between the top slope ef the canal and the 
foot of tlie spoil bank is raised next the canal, so as to 
throw the rain water from the slope of the canal into 
drains, in front of the spoil banks, by which it is con- 
ducted east and west from the summit to the reservoir, 
leaving the face of the main subject to wash only by the 
rain falling immediately on it. 

The section begins with eight feet depth of cutting 
the first mile occupying the former valley of a small 
stream, called Raccoon creek, extends to the perma- 
nent or summit bridge; the creek formerly received a 
constant supply of water from a great number of springs, 


occurring at such short intervals, as to form, notwith- | 
standing the ascent, a continued swamp to within a quar- | 


ter of a mile of the bridge, and prior to 1824 was cover- 
ed with timber and underwood, so completely matted 
with sweet-brier and other vines, as to have formed, 
from the first settlement of the country, a safe retreat for 
the fox, and a fruitful source of vexation to the sports- 
man. 

The canal and side-drains, together with the immense 


spoil-banks formed by the earth excavated, now com- | 


pletely fill the space, and form hills in the former valley. 

The creek and morass have disappeared, and are now 
observed only in the occasional trickling of water from 
the sides of the canal, in the place of which the Summit 
Bridge at present engrosses public attention. It is built 
on a hard, firm bank, where the original surface attains 
an elevation of 65 feet, above which the abutments are 
built 20 feet in thickness; the sides of the canal below 
the abutments are protected by a slope-wall laid from 
the bottom of the canal to the top of the bank, from six 
to two feet in thickness. 

The floor of the bridge is 90 feet above the bottom of 
the canal, extreme length 280 feet. 

Independently of the interest excited by the bridge, 
the view of the canal from its commanding height is 
grand beyond description. A flight of steps has been 
erected, to facilitate the ascent from the towpath up the 
bank. 

Directly south of the bridge is the Buck Tavern, kept 
by Mr. Clement, whose dinners are very necessary to 
complete the enjoyment of the scenery. 

The canal for one mile west of the summit bridge, is 
in every respect calculated to interest the admirers ei- 
ther of nature or art; the ground which it occupies, was 
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originally cultivated fields and open woodland, the lat- 
ter (being about 14, of this cistance,) was too wet and 
the soil too heavy for profitable cultivation. 
The average depth for this mile, is 65 feet; tothe 
depth of 20 feet from the surface, the earth is a yellow 
sand with occasional crusts of iron stone, in other places 
stiff yellow clay. 

Below this depth, the earth is with few exceptions, of 
a very dark colour, resembling marl, more tenacious 
than sand, and less so than clay. 

Fossil remains of both the vegetable and animal king- 
doms, abound in the lower strata, and are found from 
the greatest depths excavated, up to near 60 feet above 
| high tide. Wood, lumber, large bones, teeth, and shell 
\ fish of several kinds, are among the curiosities discover- 

ed at various depths. 

The greatest depth excavated is over 76 feet, it is one 
fourth of a mile west of the bridge, and noted for the 
vast quantity of earth which slipped from the north 
side, and was removed from the canal, leaving a chasm 
which goes by the name of the “Big Slip.” 
| ‘This place is secured by four parallel rows of piles, 
closely driven at the foot of the slope, to the depth of 18 
| feet below the bottom of the canal. The piles are con- 
nected by timbers, on which a slope wall 5 feet in thick- 
ness is built, slightly curving towards the centre of the 
slip; back of the wall is a frame work of timber, morti- 
ced to the bed sills on which the wall is built, these bed 
sills being continued 20 feet into the bank for that pur- 
| pose, the whole connected with longitudinal timbers, so 
that the piles, timber, and stone work, must move en 
masse before the bank can give way. 

The most efficient protection is, however, derived 
from French drains made of stone and timber, surrewnd- 
ed with marsh hay; the drains’ run in various directions 
under ground, up the bank, intersecting the springs,and 
affording a ready outlet for the water, the want of which 
outlet, was the original cause of the slip. 

Piles 18 feet long are driven balf way up the slope at’ 
the foot of the sound bank, these were necessary to ena- 
| ble the workmen to approach, and drain to the source 
| of the spring; even with their aid, it was no easy task; 
the lower part of the bank which is now hard and’ firm, 
was then so completely saturated with water,: that the 
werkmen frequently were up to their knees in mud, 
| The importance of removing the pressure of a column’ 
| of water, when pent up by tenacious earth to the height 
| of 40 feet will be duly appreciated without the reflec- 
tion of a philosopher; but for the sake of familiar illus- 
tration of the utility of the drains, let us fora moment 
| substitute in their place, a slope wall five feet in thick- 
ness, extending to the same height up the bank. 

The wall would evidently afford a protection, propor- 
tioned to the excess of its weight above that of the 
earth composing the bank. ; 

Now the drains being near 10 feet under ground, re- 
/claim that much of the moving mass which the wall 
| would have to support, and the earth to this depth be-’ 
|ing rendered firm and compact, acts as effectively by 
| gravity to support the bank as 5 feet thickness. of wall; 
| having any advantage to be derived from the removal 
| of hydraulic pressure in favour of the former, even if the 

expense of the latter did not forget its adoption. 
West of the “Big Slip” several others of less magni- 
tude have occurred, and are secured in like manner, but 
| in most cases the French drains have been found to af- 
' ford sufficient protection, unassisted except by the slope 
wall made to the usual height, with one row of piles at 
the foot of the slope. 

The termination of the “Deep Cut” is near the head 
of Turner’s mill pond, the last 1} mile on the western 
parts, is located on the low ground formerly occupied 
by the main branch of Broad creek, the ground being 
too wet for cultivation, was principally covered with 
wood. 
| The strata of earth exposed in excavating, differ in 

many important particulars from those of the centre or 
eastern division. 
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Charred wood is found at all depths and in greater | what the Tenants are.in arrears; with such other obser- 


abundance than on other parts of the canal; but few an- 
imal petrifactions are found either on the castern or wes- 
tern extremities of the ‘‘Deep Cut.” 

The springs which formerly supplied the creek, have 
in most cases sunk with the excavation, and now mingle 
with the water of the canal, forming a valuable, though 
invisible Feeder; but in some instances they still reso- 
lutely hold their old courses, and issue from the bank | 





vations as they may think necessary. 

Resolved by the Select and Common Councils, that 
the City Commissioners be requested to report to Coun-. 
cils at their next meeting, if any and what amount of 
City taxes have been entered in County Commissioners’ 
Office in conformity with the act of assembly commonly 
called the Lien Law in relation to unpaid taxes. 

The Paving Committee reported that the iron pipes 


several feet above the level of the water in the canal; in | having been laid down in Barley street, they have di- 
other cases their effects in finding new outlets, at a low- | rected the same to be paved. 


er level, are still visible in the extensive slips caused by 


A memorial was received fromthe Recording Survey- 


the resistance of its passage through the compact clay of | or, praying that the sum allowed the assistant of the 
which these banks are principally composed; the great- | Surveyors and Regulators, may be increassd. The pre- 
er part of the lower strata is, however, a coarse porous | sent allowance is one dollar and twenty-five cents per 
sand, affording a ready passage for the spring water; | day, which is stated to be not enough to secure the ser- . 
marsh hay is here made to answer a valuable purpose by | vices of a competent and skilful assistant.—Referred to 
being placed back of the slope wall, where it retains | the Paving Committee. 
the sand in place; while the springs find a ready outlet. | A resolution was adopted, directing the City Commis- 
Above the walls a great part of the banks are hand- | sioners to have the uprights or posts in front of Chesnut 
somely finished by thatching with hay and straw; which | street wharf, secured in a substantial manner, so as to 


affords the most complete protection against wash by | 
fains, from the sides into the canal. 


— 





PROCEEDINGS OF COUNCILS. | 
Thursday evening, Nov. 12. 


a8 


The following gentlemen were appointed members of 


protect the steam boats from injury while lying at the 
wharf. 

A resolution was passed, authorising the library com- 
mittee, to fit up the north west room on the second floor 
of the City Hall as a Library room, and arrange therein 
the printed books, pamphlets, and documents belong- 


; ; env . ‘ing to the corporation, depositing the more important 
the committee on the Sinking Fund,—Messrs. Miller, | documents in the fire proofs. 


‘Thompson, Hale, Keyser, Price, Jones. a In compliance with a suggestion from the Paving 
A communication was received from Stephen King- | Committee, the City Commissioners were directed to 

. . * ' ° = . . - ; 

ston, stating that when he was last in England, he ob- | advertise for proposals for digging down Beach street, 


served that public statucs were there made of artificial | to the surface of the gravel, from Spruce to Pine street, 
stone, considered to be as durable as marble. He en- 


/and for removing the earth to Beach street between 
closed a proposal from Mr. J. G, Bubb, of London, to | walnut and Chesnut streets. 
make an equestrian statue of Gen. Washington, in Lith- Messrs. Troth, Donaldson, Read and Horn, were ap- 
argilite, in his best manner, for the sum of five huncred | pointed to confer with the Commissioners of Spring 
guineas. Mr. Bubb, executed the basso relievo infront Garden, on the subject of the payment of their propor- 
of the King’s theatre, the largest ever executed in Great | tion of the cost of the sewer in Vine street. 
Britain, also the sculpture in front of the Roval Ex- Messrs. Donaldson, Baker, Price, Miller, Neff, and 
change, and a monument of Mr. Pitt, executed for the | Worrell, were appointed to inquire into the expediency 
corporation of London, & placed in the Guildhall.—Re- | ofimproving or disposing of the city property at Ches- 
ferred to committee on Washington and Rittenhouse 


squares. 
A petition was received from Joseph F. Lewis, sta- 


~ting that he is desirous of making a valuable improve- 


ment at the south west corner of Walnut and Water | 
streets, and praying that he may be permitted to build | 


nut street on Schuylkill. 
. The accounts of the City Treasurer, from July 1st un- 
| til Oct. Ist, 1829, were referred to the Committee on 


| Accounts. 


The Market Committee presented the following: 
To the Select and Common Councils. 


on a line with the other houses, and that that part of | The Committee on Markets, to whom was referred, ’ 
Water street may be regulated so us to correspond with | the subject of securing the Fish Market House from 
the remainder of the square.—Referred to Paving Com- | danger by fire, gave early attention thereto, and found, 


mittee. — be aoe | that its contiguity to the Steam Boats, would constantiy 
Mr. Miller presented a petition from sundry citizens, | subject it to that danger, unless some effectual precau- 
praying for the removal of the Fish Market, and for the | 


) et, a | tion was adopted. In immediate connexion with this 
filling up of the docks at the eastern termination of Mar- | subject, the situation of High street wharf, and docks,’ 
ket street.—Referred to the Committee on Markets. —_| was brought under the notice of the committee; and the 
Mr. Read read in his place “a supplement to the sev- | inconvenience and danger to which the citizens are sub- 
eral ordinances providing for the appointment of City | jected, by there being only a narrow passage for a sin- 
Commissioners, Treasurer, City Clerk, and City Re- | gle vehicle, between the docks, and buildings on the 
cording Surveyor, and prescribing their duties.” Order- | North and South sides of High street, together with the 
ed to be printed. | offensive situation of the docks, particularly at low tide, 
Messrs. Thompson, Worrell, Massey, and J. P. Weth. as subjects, worthy of the consideration of the Councils, 
erll were appointed to ascertain and report, what sums | and in which a radical change is thought to be required. 
are now due to the corporation of the city, for curb- | The committee was therefore induced to enter into a 
stones and setting, by whom, as also for paving or re- | general consideration thereof, and would respectfully 
pairing footways for individuals, with such information | reeommend—That 41 feet, or thereabouts, of the East- 
as said Committee may think proper to communicate. | ernmést part of the Market House, should be removed, 
On motion of Mr. ‘Thompson, the two following reso- | so as to bring it on a line with the buildings facing the 


lutions were adopted. basi river on the south side of High street; That the present 
Resolved, by the Select and Common Councils, that | docks should be filled up, and that appligation should be 
the City Commissioners be requested to inform Coun- made to the wardens of the port, for permission to ex- 


cils at their next meeting, to whom the public wharves | tend High sreet wharf eastward, about 45 feet, beyond 
or landings are let; also to whom the City Lots are let; | its present termination, so that it will be on a range 
and if any of eitherof them are unlet, designating which | with the wharves of Stephen Girard and Paul Beck; 
they are, also on what terms they are rented, when their | said wharf to be built with a front of 56 feet, and a dock 
Leases commenced, and when they will expire, or have | on each side of 22 feet wide; and 60 feet déep, according 
expired: Also their annual rent respectively, and if any | to a plan, for the drawing of which the committee’ are 
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indebted to Frederick Graff, which is herewith submit-| not ask. But since the disclosure of Trout’s deficiency 
ted, together with a survey made by Samuel Haines. | came to ourears, we have used every earthly and hon- 
It is beiieved, that the income from the Fish Market | orable means to discharge the debt as soon as possible. 
will not be diminished, by the removal of the proposed | There is one fact, to which we would beg your particu- 
eastern portion; and that a sufficiency of stands will re- | lar attention—that is, by adverting to the Treasurer’s 
main to supply all these who are disposed to rent. The | Book, you will find that monies were at intervals of 
whole number of stands is 88, of which, only 62 are | time, paid up toa Jate period; and it was owing princi- 
rented, leaving 26 from which no income is derived; and, | pally to the difficulty of collecting that more money 
in the proposed reduction, it is expected, that only a- | was not actually paid in—and we presume that accord- 
Sout 24 stands will be removed; of which, 13 are not, ing to the principles of collecting—as long as money 
rented, and the remainder the least desirable, being at | is paid into the 'reasury, there is no interest charged, 
the lowest rate of rents. There are also six stands for | though it should not be after the expiration of the year 
fish waggons, and only four of them are rented. | —which is not the case in the present instance; as we 
High street wharf is now in a very dilapidated state, | have paid ours, before the expiration of that period; it 
and the expense of putting it into repair, would be 1000 | is an invariable rule, to grant the new duplicate before 
dollars. The expense of building a wharf and docks as | the old one is settled; and sometimes two or three years 
now proposed, will be about 7000 dollars; and, it is ex- expire before the old one is finally discharged; this has 
pected, would produce an annuai rent of 2800 dollars. | been the case with us; we had $1700 to pay on the old 
The lease of Benjamin Reeves, at 500 dollars per an- | duplicate of 1827; which if Trout had been obliged to 
num, for the northern dock, expired on the Ist of April | settle for, we should have been excused;‘we are aware 
last, and has not been since renewed, although he con- | that some of the duplicates are not yet discharged.-— 
tinues to occupy it, at the same rate. From the South Gentlemen, we conceive, as we have before stated, 
Dock, only $32 for wharfage has been received, since | that when all things are taken into consideration—that 
the Ist Dior last. this is an unexampled and unprecedented case; one 
The committee would recommend the adoption of the | out of the common and ordinary occurrences—which 
following resolutions. we apprehend can never be quoted as a guide, fora 
Resolved, by the Select and Common Councils, That | like occurrence—the circumstances involved are so 
the plan of improying High street wharf, as submitted | minute, that it is impossible to communicate the whole; 
by the committee on markets, be adopted. | but if your Honorable Body were as intimately acquaint- 
Resolved, by the authority aforesaid, That the city | ed with them as weare, you would unhesitatingly grant 
commissioners be, and they are hereby autborised and , us our humble request, and vote us credit for our dili- 
directed, to cause High street wharfon the Delaware, to | gence and promptitude—however, if we have again to 
be improved, according to the proposal in the above | appeal, in vain, to your Honorable Body and your sym- 
resolution, under the direction of the committee on mar- | pathetic feelings, we, as fellow men, shall ever think it 
kets; and, that the expense thereof, be charged to ap- | a hard and somewhat oppressive case. 
propriation No. 14. | The above statements and facts could have been here- 
Thé'‘committee request leave to present the draft of | tofore related; hut your petitioners were persuaded that 
an ordinance entitled, ‘An ordinance for altering and | it would scarcely be required from them. 


’ 


improving the Fish Market.” , Your Fellow Citizens and Humble Petitioners, 
The resolutions were adopted, and the ordinance was | FREDERICK BOSS, 

passed. For PETER HINCKLE, 
The following petition was referred tu Messrs. Baker, WILLIAM HINCKLE. 


Massey, Duane and Cuthbert. | The following was referred to the Committee of Ways 
To the Honorable the Select and Comman Council of 29d Means. 


the City of Philadelphia. Cily Commissioner's Office, 
Gentlemen, November 12, 1829. 
We regret extremely, that we are again necessitated | To the President and Members of the Select and Com- 
to petition your Honorable body, and appeal to your mon Councils. 


sympathies, in a matter which we flattered ourselves,| Gentlemen,—By a statement rendered to the Mayor 
would unhesitatingly be granted us.—We apprehend | yesterday by the City Treasurer, it appears that the fol- 


that your Honorable Body is not minutely acquainted | jowing appropriations are overdrawn to the amount de- 
with the circumstances of the case—and perhaps a de- | sienated: 


tail of the same, would not be considered inexcusable. | No, 1, 


’ ‘ New Paving, ° ° ° - $8,447 64 
When we first discovered that John Trout was in ar-| 2. Docks and Sewers, - ‘ 159 44 
rears, we iminediately demanded the books; but a length | 5. Lighting and Watching, —- : 3,313 81 
of time elapsed before we obtained them, in conse- | 9. Expenses of Offices, : : 29 57 
quence of his secreting himself; and after getting the | 11. Incidental Expenses, &c. - 4 7 12 
books in our possession, we were unacquainted with the | 13. Repaving, &c. “ > ‘ 1,449 66 
nature of collecting, and a considerable time, also,; 21, Expenses authorised by Councils, 3,020 46 


elapsed, before we could obtain a suitable person.— | 
Immediately upoh procuring such an individual, he | 
proceeded to collect, and paid at different times to the | 
Treasurer, monies to the amount of $1600, more or | By order of the Commissioners, 

ay meee een . on ae — ee JOHN NORVELL, City Clerk. 

e sureties, at the sacrifice of their real property, have | . . ‘ 
paid.—But Mr. Boss, particularly, had his share in pos- | , pie a to the Watering Commit- 
session, and would have paid it seven or eight weeks | ary P , ‘ ‘ 
earlier, had it not been for want of an agreement, in the | T® the Select and-Common Councils of the City of. 
list of allowances, to be made by the commissioners, | Philadelphia. 
which they neglect to attend, and which was finally | The Petition of James Ronaldson, respectfully showeth, 
and decisively settled by their clerk. We apprehend| That your petitioner has erected eleven three story 
your Honorable Body will not conceive this to be a| brick houses on the west side of Ninth, between Cedat 
precedent, when all its connective circumstances are | and Shippen streets, and that the convenience and eco- 
taken into consideration. If any thing pertaining tothe nomy of having houses supplied with Schuylkill water 
present subject had occurred, either by the neglect or! are so great, and held in such estimation, that on ac- 
omission of the sureties, this humble favor we would | count of these houses not having this water, your petir 
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tioner has not been able to rent any of these houses; 
and be respectfully petitions your honourable bodies to 
grant him the privilege of procuring a supply of Schuyl- 
kil! water from the pipe in Bonsall’s Alley, the expense 
of laying the pipes, to be paid by your petitioner; and 
also that your petitioner shall pay for this supply of 
water, the same amount of rent as is paid by the inhabi- 
tants of Southwark or the Northern Liberties. 

It is proposed by your petitioner, that in laying down 
the pipes, a stop cock shall be placed in Cedar street, 
within the jurisdiction of the City of Philadelphia, and 
this stop cock placed in the charge of the authorities 


of the City of Philadelphia, that in the event of your | 


petitioner not conforming to the tenor of his engage- 


ments, the supply of all the eleven houses can be cut 
off. 


Your petitioner begs leave respectfully to state, that 


the compliance with this request would add to the City | 


revenue, it would encourage improvement, and greatly 
benefit your petitioner. 
JAMES RONALDSON. 
Philadelphia, Nov. 10, 1829. 








RECORDS OF PENNSYLVANIA. 





Abstract of the state records at Harrisburg, made by 
Thomas Sergeant, Esq. when Secretary of the Common- 
wealth, and by him presented to the Historical Com- 
mittee of the American Philosophical Society, Nov. 3, 
1819.—1748 to 1758. 


Continued from page 315. 


August 16. The Governor laid before council the 
proceedings of the Congress held at Albany by the 
Governor of New York and the Commissioners of the 
several provinces, on the 19th June 1754. Present: The 
governor of New York and his council of four; four com- 
missioners from New Hampshire; four from Massachu- 


setts-Ray; three from Connecticut; two from Rhode-Isl- | 


and; four from Pennsylvania; and two from Maryland. — 
This meeting was held in conformity to orders from the 
Lords of Trade of 3d Sept. 1753, for the purpose of 
conciliating the Indians by hearing and redressing their 
complaints; making presents, and regulating affairs with 
them. 

Sunday 23. Sec’y Peters preached a sermon, which 
was requested to be printed. 

June 24. A committee of one from each colony ap- 
pointed to draft a plan of union. 

June 27. Draft of speech to the 6 nations—urging 
them to collect together; to be on their guard against 
the French. Plan of union agreed to be formed, to be 
established by parliament. 

July 9. A representation of the general state of affairs 
agreed upon. 

July 10. A plan of union. 

Deed; July 6, 1754, from the 6 nations to the propri- 
eturs for and in consideration of £400 for the following 
lands, “‘Beginning at the Kittochtiny or Blue Hills on 
the West Branch of Susquehanna, then by said river to 
a mile above the mouth of a certain creek called Kaya- 


rondinhash (Penn’s creek), thence NW. by W. as far | 


as the province of Pennsylvania extends to its western 
line, thence along said western line to the South line or 
boundary of the said province, thence by said south line 
to the south side of the said Kittechtiny hills, thence by 


the south side of the said hills along the said hills to the | 


place of beginning. [JVole. By an indorsement on this 
deed, £400 more were tobe paid to the Indians when- 
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try inclosing the Juniata as far as the Apalachian Hills: 
the present counties of Mifflin, 8. parts of Union, Cen- 


tre, Clearfield, all Cambria, Somerset, Bedford & Hun- 
| tingdon.) 


July 9, 1754. 
confirmed, 

N. B. There were 103 Indians present at the treaty. 

Zener of Indians (Half King, &c.) went to Augh- 
wick. 

Petitions came from Cumberland, Donegal, (Lancas- 
ter), Pextang, Derry, and Hanover townships, Lancas- 
ter county, praying assistance. 

Wednesday, Aug. 7, 1754. Message of Governor sta- 

ting the late unfortunate event—desiring troops to dis- 

lodge the enemy, and supplies to protect the frontiers; 
and for the subsistencé of many Indians of the 6 natlons, 
who had fled from the French and taken refuge in Pa. 

Gov. Dinwiddie, July 31. “The late action with the 

_ French gave me much concern. My orders to the com- 
_manding officer, was by no means to attack the enemy 
till all the forces joinedin abody. They were surpri- 
, sed and had no account of their march till the morning 
| before the action, which obliged them to be on the 
| defensive; and indeed considering the few numbers 
| of our forces, the enemy have nothing to yaunt of, but 
what they got by the capitulation. By the advice of my 
council, I gave orders to the commander-in-chief to col- 
‘lect all his forces together at Wills’ creek, and march 
| over the Allegheny mountains. If he find it impossible 
| to dispossess the French of the fort, he is to build a fort 
| at Redstone creek, the crossing place, or any other place 
| proper that may be determined by a council of war.— 
| The number of forces is—South Carolina independent 
|co. 100; N. York, 2 indep. co. 160; Virginia regulars, 
| 300; N. Carolina regulars, 350; Maryland, 100—Total, 
1010. 1 would be glad if they were augmented by 2 or 
|3 companies from your province.” ‘*Your observation 
is very just—if the people here do force the Parliament 
| of Britain to interfere with the Legislatures of America, 
| which undoubtedly must be the case if they continue ob- 
stinate to his majesties commands.” ‘*Mr. Washington 
had many of the Indians with him, but I observe these 
people remain inactive till they see how affairs go,&gen- 
erally speaking, side with the conquerors, that in my 
private opinion little dependence is to be put in them; 
however, the Half King and several other Indians are 
now among the back settlements of this or your govern- 
ment.” “The article of capitulation in regard to ma- 
| king no settlements for one year, the officers say it was 
| only in regard to the forces left with the baggage and 
sick; they gave no parole for themselves, and are now 
| ready to proceed with the other forces.” “I have re- 
ceived the plan for an-union among all the colonies. As 
| it isan extraordinary piece and some new positions in it 
not before ventured on, I do not care to give my opinion 
on it till 1 hear how it is received at home.” Bill for 
| striking £35,000 sent to Governor. Govr. sends back 
| with amendments—extremely mortified that it is the 
same he sent back last session, and leaves the matter to 
his successor who is shortly expected. 
House adjourned to 30th Sept. 
Aug. 22. Accounts from Aughwick, Aug. 20, that 
| the Half King,Scaraooydy,and several other Indians with 


Deed of Ist October 1736, ratified and 





their wives and families had been there since Colonel 
| Washington was defeated. 
| Letter from Capt. Stobo tothe governor of Fort Du 
| Quesne, July 29, 1754, brought by an Indian to Augh- 
| wick— 
Sir—I wrote you yesterday by an Indian named the 
| Long or Mono; he will be with you in 7 days. This goes 
by Delaware George, If these discharge their trust they 


ever the lands over the Apalachian hills should be set- | ought to be well rewarded. The purport of yesterday’s 


tled. But some of the Indians of the 6 nations being 
afterwards disgusted with the enormity of the purchase, 
gave up the £400, and though Richard Penn released 
all the lands lying west of the Apalachian; and received 
a deed 23d October, 17598, for a purchase of the coun- 


letter was to inform you of a- report, and I hope false, 
which greatly alarms the Indians: that the Half King, 
and Monecatooth are killed, their wives and children 
given to the Catawbas, Cattoways and Cherokees. I 
wish a peace may be made up between the Catawbas, 
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and the nations here; they are much afraid of them. Ma- | upon him to command the Indians as his slaves, and that 
ny would have joined you ere now had it not been for| he would by no means take advice from the Indians.— 
that report. You had as just a plan of the fort as time | That he lay at one place frem one full moon to the oth- 
and opportunity would allow. The French manage the | er and made no fortifications at all but that little thing 
Indians with the greatest artifice. 1 mentioned yester- | upon the meadow, when he thought the French would 
day acouncil the Shawanest had with the French, the | come up to him in open field. That had he taken the 
present they gave, and if they made the French «| Half Kings advice and made such fortifications as the 
speech yesterday, the bearer, who was present, will | Half King advised him te make, he would certainly have 
Jnform you to what purport. If yesterday’s letter reuch- | beat the French off. That the French had acted as 
es you it will give you a particular account of most | great cowards, and the English as fools, and that he (the 
things. I have scarce a minute, therefore can only add | Half King) had carried off his wife and children, so did 
one more thing: there are but 200 men here at this | other Indians before the battle began, because Col. W. 
time, 200 more expected in a few days; the rest went| would never listen to them; but wasalways driving 
off in several detachments to the amount of 1000 besides | them on to fight by his directions.” 

Indians. The Indians have great liberty here, they go} Letter from Capt. Stcbo, 28th July,1754.. The In- 
about and in when ihey please witheut notice. If 100 | dians are greatly alarmed at a report, said to be brought 
trusty Shawanese, Mingoes and Dclawares were picked | up by an Indian named Tuscarora John. He reports that 
out, they might surprise the fort, lodging themselves | the Half King, Monictootha, anda Shawanese King, &c. 


under the platform behind the palisadoes by day, andat | to the number of 37 were confined by the English, and 
night secure the guard with their tomahawks. The 








guard consists of 40 men only, and 5 offiters. None | 
lodge in the Fort but the guard, except Contro Ceur— | 
the rest in bark cabins around the fort. All this \ou have 
tore s erticubatiy in yesterdays account. Your humble, 
servt. &c. La Force is greatly missed here. Let the! 
good of the expedition be considered preferable to our | 
safety. Huste to strike. 

A list cf deserters and prisoners at the French fort: | 

Mercer’s company.—John Smith, John Baker. Did | 
not get here till after the detachment of deserters. 

Vanbram’s do.—Barnabas Deven. 

Mercer’s do.—Jacob Arants, John Ramsey. This maf | 
is the cause of all otrr mi-fortunes. He deserted the | 
day before the battle. The French got to Guest’s at | 
dawn of day, surrounding the fort, imagining that we 
were still there, gave a general fire. But when they 
found we were gone, they were determined to return 
with all expedition, thinking we had returned to the in- 
habitants—when up comes Mr. Driscall, told them that 
he had deserted the day before, and that the regiment 
was still at the meadows in a starving condition, which 
caused his deserting, and hearing they were coming, | 
deserted to them. ‘they confined him—told hm if true | 
he should be réwarded, if fulse hanged. This I had from 
the English Interpreters 
Mechas’ do.—John Stuerdfages, wounded in the right | 
arm. 

Montour’s do.— Daniel Laferty, Henry O’Brien, Pris- | 
oners. 

Taken at Guests by an Indian named English John, 
Lowrey’s traders.—Andrew M‘Briar, Nehemiah Ste- 
vens, John Kennedy. 

Elizabeth Williams. 

The Indians offered their prisoners for sale. Enqui- | 
red the price—40 pistoles foreach. A good ransom. 

All sent to Canada in custody of the Indians who took | 
them, except John Kennedy, he was given to the Owl 
to weigh upon while his leg was curing. He was woun- | 
ded with 10 others and 4 Indians. All are recovered but | 
one, who died after having his arm cut off. 4 were shot | 
on the spot. ‘That is all Uie loss that I can hear of. On! 
the 23d three of their people deserted. I hope they | 
are got with you by this time. I hear more intend it, 
soon. I spoke tothe commander several times concer- | 
ning the prisoners, telling him as long as we came to a| 
capitulation, to make them prisoners—he told me they | 
were the Indians,and he could not get them from them. 

October 3. Governor informed council that the Pro- 
prietary had accepted his resignation and appointed Ro- 
bert Hunter Morris to succeed him, who had arrived and 
was sworn in. 

Oct. 4. Journal of C. Weiser, and other acts of the 
Indians at Aughwick. ‘‘Sept.3. By the way Tanacha- 
risson otherwise called the Half King, complained very 
much of the behaviour of Col. Washington to him (tho’ 
in a very moderate way, saying the Col. wasa good na- 
tured man but had no experience) saying that he took 
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| carried as prisoners. That John Meinor alias JacobCork, 


of Montour’s company told him ‘so soon as they got 
them to the inhabitants they would hang them all and 
advised him to make his escape. This was industrious- 
ly reported the day before the Shawanese counselled 
with the French&their Indians. The French made them 
avery long and eloquent speech; telling them they did 
not come to make war with any, but the English would 
not let them alone. That they expected their children 
would not see their father abused in his old age; but 
that if they had a mind to join the English they might; 
if not and to live in peace with all, there were goods for 
them. This wasalll could pick up. The French gave 
two very large belts of Wampum and as many strings. 
Their Indians gave an equal number. The French gave 
them likewisea large present, viz. 16 very fine guns, 2 
barrels gunpowder, and bullets in proportion, 16 fine 
suits oF clothes, several of a meaner kind, blankets, 
strouds, &c. The Shawanese made no answer at that 
time, nor have {| heard they haveas yet. ’Tis now re- 
ported for certain that the Half King, &c. are killed, 
and their wives and children given up to the barbarity of 
the Cherokees and Catawbas, of whom they say there 
are 300 at the new store. True or false, it has greatly 
alarmed them, and had it not been for that report I be- | 
lieve a great many Indians and of several nations would 
have been with you now. If true (which I cannot think) 


| there will be no farther dependence on any Indians this 


way, and will make our return very hazardous, but that 
is not to be considered. The ‘Shawanese, Picts, and 
Delawares have hada grand council by themselyes— 
what they have determined I knew not; but I have per- 
suaded some of them to venture to see you by assuring 
them they will be used in the best manner and that 


| there is large presents at the new store. A present well 


timed now will be of great service. If peace be made 
with theit Indians, Catawbas and Cherokees, I hope all 
will go well. 1 assure you there was not any of those 
Indians we call.ours at the battle except 6 or7. I be- 
lieve of the Mingoe nation, 2 fellows not regarded by 
them, particularly one English John; he was at Guest’s 
with those that were suspected as spies. I am informed 
he intends to see you with some of the rest. Take care 
of them. I send this by Monecatooth’s brother-in-law; 
a worthy fellow; and may be trusted. On the other side, 
you havea draught of the Fort, such as time and oppot- 
tunity would admit of at this time. The garrison con- 
sists of 200 workmen, and all the rest went in several 
detachments to the number of 1000, two days hence.— 
Meéncin (a fine soldier goes; so that Contra Coeur, with 
afew young officers and cadets remainhere. A Lieut. 
went off some days ago with 200 men, for provisions. 
He is daily expected. When he arrives, the garrison 
will. La Force is greatly wanted here—no scouting 
now—he certainly must have been an extraordinary 
man amongst them—he is so much regretted and wish- 
ed for. When we engaged to serve the country, it was 
expected we were to do it with our lives. Let them 
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not be disappointed. _ Consider the good of the expe- 
dition, without the least regard to us. 
would die 1000 deaths to have the pleasure of possess- 
ing this Fort but one day. They are so vain of their 
success at the Meadows, it is worse than death to hear 
them. Strike this fall as soon as possible. Make the In- 
dians our’s. Prevent intelligence. Get the best and ’tis 
done. 100 trusty Indians might surprise this fort. They 
have access all day, and might lodge themselves so that 
they might secure the guard with the tomahawks; shut 
the sally gate and the fort is ours. None but the guard 
and Contre Coeur, stays in the fort. For God’s sake 
communicate this to but few, and them you can trust. 
Intelligence comes here unaccountably. If they should 
know I wrote, I should at least lose the little liberty I 
have. I should be glad to hear from you. But take no 
notice of thisin yours. Excuse errror, bad diction, &c. 
Pray be kind tothis Indian. Springes and Delaware 

xeorge have been here. [Mere follows a plan of the 
Fort. ] 

Letter from Gov. Dinwiddie to Gov. H. that in con- 
sequence of a difference with his assembly, no more 
supplies were granted. 
resignation, and complaining “that a Governor is really 
to be pitied inthe discharge uf his duty in dealing with 
such obstinate and self-conceited people.” 

Noy. 13. Great sickness and mortality among the 
Palatines and other German passengers, 273 died. And 
a Physician appointed to inquire and report. 

(To be continued.) 


CONTRIBUTIONS 
TO THE 
MEDICAL HISTORY OF PENNSYLVANIA. 
By Caspar Mognris, M, D. 


Extracted from the Memoirs of 
Pennsylvania. 


Although it is with feelings of diffidence I have ven. | 
tured this evening to address you, I shall not attempt | 
to apologize, since it is done in the hope to forma | 


starting point, and encourage others, better qualified 
than myself, to come forward, rather than from any 
expectation of being able to contribute materially either 
to your instruction or amusement. From the many sub- 
jects demanding investigation, which have been allot- 


ted to us by the Society, I have selected one which is | 


involved in much obscurity, and have collected such 
facts in connection with it as circumstances have placed 
in my power. 
Considerable di 
attempt to elucidate the early history of this country; 
as but few physicians capable of transmitting to poste- 
rity an account of the diseases they were obliged to en- 
counter, and the means found most effectual to their 
relief, would be willing to forego the comforts and ad- 
vantages of civilized seciety, to plunge into the dangers 
and difficulties attendant on an attempt to people the 
wilderness, and bring the forest under cultivation: and 
though, from peculiar circumstances attending the set- 
tlement of this colony, Pennsylvania seems to have 
enjoyed the skill of several accomplished and well-edu- 
cated physicians, 1 am not able to trace a single para- 
graph, now extant, in which they have attempted to 


For my part, I | 


Congratulating Gov. H. on his | 


the Historical Society of | 


fiicul'y must, necessarily, attend any | 
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F. Watson, of Germantown, I have derived some hints 
with which he shall be credited as they are mentioned. 
Prior to the arrival of William Penn, in 1682, even tra- 

| dition is pretty much silen'; and I am not aware of there 

| having been any regular practitioners of medicine among 
| the Swedes. Noah Webster, in his book on pestilence, 
| mentions, that the winter of 1641 was very severe, and 
that the Swedes, and a colony from New Haven, who 
had settled among them, suffered very mach in the 
following summer; but does not say what was the dis- 
ease. In 1647 they again suffered from the influenza, 
which passed from the northern to the southern extre- 
| mity cf this continent, und is the first epidemic of the 
kind mentioned in our history. ‘* Such as bled, or used 
| cooling drinks, died; such as used cordials, or more 
| strengthening things, recovered for the most part.” In 
the month of June, 1655, the whole continent was again 
visited by the epidemic catarrh, which was followed 
by other fatal diseases. “In the year 1668,” says Web- 
ster, “appear: d a comet with a stupendous coma; this 
| was attended by an excessively hot summer, and malig- 
| nant diseases in America.” 
| With Williara Penn there emigrated two Welch gen- 
| tlemen, Thomas Wynne and Griffith Owen, who appear 
| to have been regularly educated to the profession; and 
| Wynne is said to have practised in Lendon. They were 
| both members of the Society of Friends, and were much 
| respected by their fellow emigrants; as we find them 

‘repeatedly noticed in the history of the times, and 

| Wynne held the office of speaker of the first assembly 

‘of the freemen of the province. Some doubt exists as 

{to whether they both located themselves in the city; 
and I am inclined to believe that Wynne accompanied 

| his countrymen, who, allured by the resemblance which 

| the tract of country now furming the townships of Me- 
rion and Haverford, bore to their native hills, gencrally 
| settled west of the Schuylkill. Though neither of them 
has left any account of his practice, we may be allowed 
the inference, that with the exception of the occasional 
| epidemics to be noticed, surgical, rather than medical 
skill, was had in requisition. Of onc thing we are sure, 
that among the hardy sons of England’s yeomanry, wlio 
had thus abandoned the comforts of home for eon- 

/science sake, they met with few diseases the result of 

idleness or Juxury. Generally speaking, the colonists 

| must have enjoyed good health, as we find Wynne ta- 
| king an elevated part in politics, and Owen travelling 

inthe neighbouring colonies. ‘The winter of 1697-8, 

seems to have been one of unusual severity, and the 

whole of the colonies again suffered from influenza; 
which, to the north, put on the form (since so well 
| known) of pneumonia typhoides. 

In the month of August, 1699, only 17 years after the 
arrival of the proprietor and his first colonists, we find 
the city devastated by a malignant disease, which was 
productive cf distressing mortality. lt is noticed in the 
| Journals of Thomas Chalkly and ‘Thomas Story, Minis- 
| ters of the Society of Friends. ‘The latter was then on 
| a religious visit to this colony, and soon after received 
_ the office of Master ct the Rolls, He does not enter 
, into any detail as regards the symptoms, but notices 
| the number of deaths as at one time amounting to six 
\or eight daily, The malignant nature of the disease 
/may be judged of, from the fact, that friends from the 
| country were advised to come as little as possible into 
| the city, though the time for holding the semi-annual 








detail either theory or practice, prior to the year 1740. | meeting occurred during its prevalence: and it is no- 
It is true that the same rage for book-making did not | ticed by the pious narrator as an evidence of the super- 
then exist as at present, and no periodical journal offer- | intending care of Providence, -that during the session 
eclits pages for short essays, such as men engaged in | of the meeting, which continued’ several days, ‘the 
extensive practice can find time to compose: and most | plague was stayed.” By Isaac Morris, then a merchant 
probably could we have access to private letters writ-/in Philadelphia, it is noticed in his correspondence as 
ten to their friends at home, we might there find much | the “Barbadoes Distemper;” though he says nothing 
information. For the facts contained in the following | of its being imported; and the only symptoms he men- 
essay, I am indebted to traditionary report, and notes | tions are vomiting and voiding of blood. The summer 
made in desultory reading. From a letter kindly loaned | had been the hettest ever known, men having died 
me by my friend, Dr. James, received by him from John | suddenly from the heat, in the harvest field. The dis- 
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ease commenced in the beginning of August, and aba. 


ted about the 22d of October; in which time 220 per- 
sons had died. Dr. Wynne had been d@ad some years, | 
and tbe practitioners during its prevalence must have 
been his son-inlaw Dr. Edward Jones, who accompa-| 
nied him in his emigration, and Dr. Griffith Owen, and 
perhaps his son, who commenced practice about this 
time. Dr. Owen, the elder, lived till the year 1717: 
during the latter years of his life he seems to have re- | 
linquished the toils of practice to his son, and to have 
sought his pleasure in making short excursions with 
travelling ministers, who notice him in their journals | 
with great respect. 

Connected, perhaps, as much with the present as any 
other branch of investigation, permit me here to notice 
a fact which has not, heretofore, claimed attention—- | 


Among the gentlemen accompanying William Penn on | 
his first visit to this country, was one of French extrac- 
tion, who, proud to have descended from the family of 
the recluse of Port Royal, and to bear his honoured 
name, had devoted his time and fortune to the study of | 
the abstruse sciences, among others alchemy and astro- | 
logy. Spon after his arrival, having provided himself 
with the requisite apparatus, he commenced the vain | 
pursuit after that which has deluded so many, the Phi- | 
sopher’s Stone, and its necessary accompaniment, the | 
Elixir Vite. ‘Ihe result need not at this day be told; | 
but among the simple inhabitants of Philadelphia he | 
was regarded as one passing wise; and his secluded ha.- | 
bits, joined to the verification of some trifling predic- | 
tions he ventured to make from reading the aspects of | 
the stars, induced the suppgsition, with some, that he | 
had made the dire compact: and such was the strength | 
of this impression that his house was regarded as the 
haunt of unquiet spirits, which reputation it bore till 
within a few months, when it was destroyed to make 
room for more profitable tenants. His children kept an 
apothecary’s store, in which they vended many articles 
the produce of their father’s laboratory. About fifty 
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| dence of his fellow citizens. 


| at his death, in the the year 1 
| dowed the hospital for poor widows attached to the 


= 


sccms to have possessed a large property. The house 
in which he is said to have resided, must have been 
one of the “spacious and splendid mansions” mention- 
ed by some of our older chroniclers. He occasionally 
retired to Graeme Park, a handsome seat in Bucks 
County. Dr. Kearsley soon acquired the entire confi- 
During his life he was 
active in procuring the erection of Christ’s Church, 
one of the most venerable ornaments of our city, and 
732, he founded and en- 
church: He left a nephew also a physician, who be- 
came obnoxious to the resentnent of the whig party at 
the commenceinent of the revolution, and was subject- 
ed tothe cruel punishment of tarring and feathering, 


| then occasionally resorted to; which so affected him as 


to cause insanity, which continued till his death. 

Early in the eighteenth century there emigrated from 
England to Boston, a gentleman of the name of Zachary, 
who shorily after died, leaving an only child, Lloyd 
Zachary, then quite a boy, to the care of his uncle who 
resided in Philadelphia, to which place he was removed, 
and where he acquired that education whic! enabled 
him not only to shine an ornament to his prefession, but 
also to sustain a character unsullied by reproach. Up- 
on the completion of his classical education he was pla- 
ced under the direction of Dr. Kearsley, and after ac- 
quiring all the medical information he could impart, sail- 
ed for Europe in the year 1723, where he spent three 
years, and returned to practise among his friends in 
Philadelphia. He was much beloved, and the interest 
he took in the hospital, of which he was first physician, 
is sufficiently indicative of his philanthrophy. To it, 
whilst he was able, he devoted his time and talents, and 
at his death left it a handsome legacy in money and 
books, thus contributing to the establishment of one of 
the many noble charities for which our city is famed. — 
For some years before his death he was afflicted with 
a paralysis, which carryed him to an early grave much 


years ago, an old man, who recolieeted the gentleman | lamented. Cotemporary with these was the elder Ship- 
referred to, narrated to one of his descendants the} pen, who was born and received his entire education in 
foregoing circumstances; and descanting largely on his | this city, where be practised during along series of 


benevolence, remarked, “Ah! but he could well afford | 
to be generous; for what was money to him who could | 
turn lead into gold?” Upon being asked how he knew | 
him to possess the power, he replied, “Surely he should | 
know, since he had not only scen, but possessed, tlie | 
gold so obtained.” Here, however, as elsewhere, the | 
time betowed on this vain pursuit seems not to have | 
been thrown away; for in addition to the amusement it | 
afforded to one placed above the necessity of manual | 
labour, and the benefit derived from the useful product | 
of his alembics, which, as before stated, were sold to. 
the inhabitants, one of his sons, profiting by the know- | 
ledge derived from his father, and his books, produced, | 
if not the elixir vite, a compound stiled **go!den drops,” | 
as indicative of their value, to this day celebrated in | 
some sections of the country; and which, if we may | 
credit one third the stories told of it, has performed | 
cures little short of miraculous; and be the compound 

what it may, for it is still a nostrum in the possession of | 


; on oe ; 
one of his descendants, is effec'ual to the relief of most | 


years. Nor must we pass in silence Dr. Thomas Bond, 
who, about the year 1734, emigrating from Maryland, 
fixed his residence in Phiiadelphia, where he soon ac- 
quired great reputation. He was associated with Dr. 
Zachary in the care of the hospit«l, and delivering clin- 
ical lectures toa few students of medicine which the 
city contained at the time ofits establishment. There 
still remains to be mentioned, a gentleman, who practis- 
ed at the time now under review; and who eminently 
deserves the gratitude of all those who take pride in the 
scientific character of our city. I allude to Dr. Thomas 
Cadwallader, the grandson of Wynne. Not satisfied 
with the information to be gained at home from the in- 
struction of Dr. Jones, he spent sume years in Europe, 
where he matured the knowledge previously acquired, 
and fitted himself for the distinguished rank he after- 
wards held in the city and itsvicinity. The urbanity of 
his manners, and his uncommon presence of mind, gain- 
ed him many friends,and form the subject of many anec- 
dotes still current among the descendants of the Welsh 


diseases with which any members of the family, who | families in which he practised. In the year 1740, he 
have sufficient faith in its virtues, may be afflicted. In | published an essay on tise iliac passion, in which he re- 
short, it is cause of wonder that the court of death has | commends the use of mi'd cathartics and opiates, in pre{- 
not, ere this, been depopulated, by the annihilation of | erence to the drastic articles then generally employed. 
some of his chief agents in the work of destruction, Unfortunately this, which is the first book on a medical 

About the time of the death of Dr. Owen, in 1717, | subject printed in America, is now out of print: at least 
the medical faculty was reinforced by the arrival of | so far that I have been unab!e to procure a copy, and I 
Drs. Kearsley and Graeme, who, with the son of Dr. | am indebted for the knowledge that it ever existed to an 
Owen and Dr. Jones, son-in-law of Wynne, aided by | oration delivered before tlie Charleston Medical Society 
some two or three empirics, (who amassed considera-| by the late Dr. Ramsey. But his claims to our respect 
ble fortunes,) formed I believe the sole defence of the | do not rest here. Having as before noticed, resorted 
city and its neighbourhood against the inroads of dis-| to the European schools for the peifection of that ed- 
ease. Wearisome enough were the duties of these gen- | ucation commenced under the auspices of Dr.Jones, he 
tlemen; the settlements wide scattered, the roads newly | learned the inestimable importance of anatomical know!. 
made, and the means of conveyance poor. Dr. Graeme | edge; and supcrior to that petty jealousy and desire to 





332 





exce) his fellow practitioners, which has too often cast a_ 


blot on the fair escutcheon of medicine, he resolved to im- 
part the knowledge of the human structure to such of 
them as had not enjoyed the sane opportunity with him- 
self. . To this end he took a house, which, from the loc- 
ation given to it by tradition, must have belonged to that 
distinguished patron of science James Logan,in which he 
gave lessons in practical anatomy. Among cthers who a- 
aviled themselves of this opportunity was the elder Ship- 

en, and it is most probable that he here acquired those 
ideas of the importance of the study, which inducedhim to 
press upon his son the propriety of making himself mas- 
ter of the science, in order to the establishment of those 
lectures he afterwards so ably delivered. 

The city seems occasionally to have sufferec from 
the prevalence of natural small pox, and consequently 
some means for arresting its ravages early claimed at- 
tention: and in 1751 inoculation was fairly introduced, 
after having struggled against the fears and prejudices 
of the people during nine years. Many attempts were 
made during this time to overcome the opposition, but in- 
effectual'y. Newspaper essays, and even sermons, were 
published, denouncing the practice as irreligious— 
evidencing a distrust of the care of Providence. J. F. 
Watson, in his MSS. quotes the sermon of a gentleman 
of the name of Maskelyne, in which he calls it “an un- 
justifiable art, and an infliction ofan evil, implying a dis- 
trust of God’s overruling care, to procure a possible fu- 
ture good.” About the year 1730, it seems however 
to have triumphed, and we find Kearsley, Zachary,Cad- 
wallader, Shippen, and Bond, engaged in the practice. 

J. Growden, Esq.* was the first patient of note who 
gave it his countenance, by submitting to have virus in- 
serted into his own system; and the first visit paid by the 
ex-president Jefferson, then a lad, to our city, was in 
order to receive the variolous infection,and he lodged in 


a small cabin on the bank of the Schuylkill, while la- | 


boring under the disease. 

In the year intervening between Dec. 1729 and 30, 
there were interred in the city 227 persons of various 
sects. An account of the number of births during the 
same period, would be an interesting document. 

In February, March, and April, 1727, there appears 
from the bills of mortality to have been an unusual num- 
ber of deaths, though I have not been able to find any 
reference to the prevalent disorder; and in 1732 
whole country again suffered from epidemic catarrh; in 
1736-7 the city was afflicted by the occurrence of ul- 
cerated sore throat. 


Sometime in the year 1740, Dr. Graeme was appoint- | 


ed, by the governor, physician to the port, and was re- 
quired to attend the crews of unhealthy vesssels. 
the following year Dr. Zachary was appointed to the 
same station by the assembly: this gave offence to the 
governor & council, who confirmed the former appoint- 
ment of Graeme and forbade Zachary to act. 


The winter of 1740-41 was very severe, and the suc- | 


ceeding summer the city was visited by adisorder which 
Noah Webster calls the American plague, and Dr. Bond 
says was yellew fever, but supposes it to have been in- 
troduced by a sickly ship-load of convicts from the 
Dublin jail. Previous to this it had been the practice 


to distribute sick emigrants among the inhabitants; at. 


whose houses they received that attention their forlorn 
situation demanded. . In this way jail, or ship fever, 
was frequently communicated to the families with which 
they were quartered, (or it was so thought at the time, ) 
and about this timea “Peste house’ was erected on 
League island.+ In 1747 Webster says the city again 
was visited by the “Bilious Plague,” preceded by influ- 
enza, which very frequently prevailed over the whole 
continent. 

The citizens frequently suffered from bilious remit- 
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city plot to the Delaware, following the course of Dock 
street; and was navigable at hgh tide so far as Ches- 
nat and Fourth streets. At low water however, its mud- 
dy bed was left exposed to the sun, and emitted a most 
noxious cfhuvium, and Dr. Bond asserts that few- 
er ounces of bark were taken after its closure, than 
pounds before. As a preventive and cure for mias- 
matic diseases and their sequela, Dr. Bond lauds high- 
ly the mild chalybeate waters which abound in the 
veighboarhood of the city; and by his directions they 
| were resorted to, beth by convalescents ard those who 
| wished to escape the ‘‘bleaching ague.”? Many facetious 
| stories are told of the impositions that were practised 
5 those, who, too unwell to walk to the springs 
| 


out of the city, were directed to particular wells as 
possessing equal virtues. ‘These springs seem early 
to have claimed attention, and were thought by the 
first settlers to equal the most celebrated spas of Eu- 
rope. So early as the year 1722, the one now known 
as the Yellow Springs, in the Great Valley, was discov- 
ered, and much resorted to. There was one in the 
neighbourliood of the Wind-gap in the Blue Mountain, 
which on the early maps of the state was called the 
Healing Springs, and marked by the representation of 

| a number ef tents pitched round it. There was anoth- 

| er, situated near Bristol; and in the Watsons MSS. one 
is noticed, situate near where the Globe Mill now stands, 
which received the patronage of William Penn, who 
caused accommodations for visiters to be erected, and 

| haped to see a village collected round it, which in an- 
ticipation he named Bath. 

Having thussketched a few rongh notices of such 
facts as have come to my knowledge in reference to the 
Medical History of the province, prior to the pear 1750, 
I now submit them to your consideration, in the hope, 

| as before stated, to elicit further information. Our sub- 
sequent history may be more easily determined, and 
should not some one more competent to the task step 
forward, shall form the subject of a future communica- 
| tion from the author of the precedi: g. 


——— ———— 


ABSTRACT OF THE 
PROCEEDINGS OF THE LEGISLATURE. 
SENATE. 

Tuesday, Nov. 10.—Governor’s message and resolu- 
tions of the legislature of Georgia, relative to monies 
granted by Congress to the American Colonization So- 
cicty. 
| Wednesday, Nov. 11.—Occupied with private bills 
) and claims. 

Thursday, 12th.—The bill from the House of Reps. 

an act authorizing a temporary loan for the continuance 
of the Pennsylvania canal and rail road, was considered 

/in committee of the whole—agreed to without debate, 
and reported to the Senate. 

Friday 13th.—ltems referred—relative to incorpora- 
tion of a company for erecting a bridge over the Lehigh 
at Kuntz’s ford—and also to incorporate the Lehigh Wa- 
ter Gap ana Bridge company—another item relative to 

| judgments obtained before aldermen and justices in city 
| and county of Philadelphia. 

Mr. Ringland offered a resolution which was laid on 
| table relative to the adjournment of the Legislature on 
| 17th Dec. to meet on the 11th Jan. and that the daily 
| pay be stopped in the interim. The bill for Canal Loan 
(read asecond time. Mr. Brown wished it read a third 

time, which Mr. Seltzer opposed—who saw no necessi- 
_ty for hurrying it thro’; a million of Aollars was no trifling 
|sum, although it did not seem much in the hands of the 
canal commissioners. Mr. Brown vindicated them from 
‘the charge. Mr. Wise was in favour of the bill. Mr. 
_ Miller said it would not be amiss to inquire whether it 





tent fevers, particularly while the dock remained open. | might not be necessary to curtail operations on some of 
‘This was a creek, running from near the centre of the | the lines. Mr. Ringland said it was their duty to sustain 
| the credit of the state and relieve the contractors from 
their difficulties. Mr. Brown further sustained his mo- 





* Watson’s MSS. tIbid. tTbid, 


” 
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| 
tion for the prompt passage of the bill on the ground of | In the Session of 1827-28, we passed a law making 
the sufferings of those employed en the canal. Mr. provision fur the construction of canals and rail roads, 
Seltzer replied, and Mr. Burden opposed the motion! which many of those who voted for it, acknowledged 
for dispensing with the rule, & Mr. Brown withdrew it. | that it was a neasure of immense magnitude, an under- 
Saturday, 14th.—Mr. Powell reported the following | taking which would require the utmost caution and pru- 
act, for relief of mechanics, &c. which was made the or- | dence in the management thereof, and by many it was 


der of the day for 7th Dec. | feared that the resources of the state would not be found 
AN ACT . . | sufficient to complete the same. 
Jor the a Journeymen and | By the law of 1827-28, the Governor was author'sed 


Srcr. 1. Be it enacted by the Senate and House of | t° borrow two millions of dollars for the prosecution of 


; ; . | this wor i 2 i . s of 
Representatives of the commonwealth of Pennsvivania esni « ork, and in order to insure the progress of each 
. line of improvement the Commissioners were directed 


i > ae s , > > ; > . , é + -. - a 
- “ae al Assembly met, and hen hereby = acted by | to contract for a certain portion of work, which was not 
e authority ofthe same, ‘hat in all cases of insolven- | haiti Teun ar eadine” Chetrn @uethie Atte Midler te 
cy in the city and county of Philadelphia, with or with- | in the power of the Commissioners to act as mit 
out'assignment of the debtor, manifested by actual stop- | 5145 due regard tothe power vested in them, and the 
page aro all as Journeymen, day labor- | 5 a. put into their power might justify. 
ees hae? See aie hein —— a a2 ~ When ‘he Legislature met, in the session of 1828-29, 
shall be Seemed aivile ed creditors mee "yuck pee. ss appended Chat GRI0,000 wal wanted, So pay ee aeite 
ferred asf he Oe aift athe. st ol pre | incurred and contracts already made. 1 voted for the 
prediurs before ‘ail other cretitere of macht Sansbienn bill to raise that sum, believing that the work had pro- 
débter, acichalitve f id rel : »<* | gressed farther than the Commissioners expected, and 
debtor, an shall be first paid out of the estate and effects that thissum must be had, although I did not approve 
of such insolvent debtor in full, if there be enough there- | of the course pursued by the Seeiatanete: ak ke. 
of to pay in full; in rateable*proportion, according to | lieving that a like occurrence would not again take 
their respective demands, if there be not enough to pay | place 
them in full; and each and every assignee, trustee, or The estimate then presented, by the Commissioners 
other person holding or distributing such insolvent debt- | See Pini ciciaicnnns: thay matiunddh: Sasa epic. mil nea, 
orsestate or effects, shall be liable in his own person | i ee p : Y 


and property for whatever sum thereof he of they may | stand it 3,000,000 of dollars, of which the 800,000 form- 


¢- ; : : : |edapart. A bill at alate hour of the session was pas- 
pay or part with,otherwise than as is hereinbefore direc- | sed, for $3,200,000, making one million more than the 


eee of See day emg | estimate; the fate of this bill, it is useless to mention, it 
cima Tench bedeianie: Seinen yee ee on however finally passed, authorizing the borrowing of 

d : il b a ail - i . _— b ~ $2,200,000 on a permanent loan, and if it could not be 
eee we 08 Pee ee ene ey BS PEpeeee got on a permanent loan, on the terms therein mention- 
ed in writing to the debtor or his assignee, and on his < 


or their failure to pay the same on such presentment, | ed; to answer the demands of the Commissioners, then 


put in suit within ninety days from and after the said | ¢ Governor was authorized to borrow ons temporary 


- 7 a | loan; which, it appears he did, to the amount of $1,- 
claim or demand becomes due and payable. | 420,876 12 cents. The time for which the Governor was 


9 i r > 4 ity | . . ‘ ‘ . 
Bn arti a - co eee ee authorised to make this loan having expired & he having 
— ee y »J cers | no authority to renew the loan, it was necessary for him 


day laborer or other person, female as wellas male, em- | 5) a7] us together. Now, here contrary to my expec- 
é " ’ 


i i t > i j . . . . . 
ployed in the city and county of Philadelphia on wages, | tations and to my view of the subject, which I think 


ap naan a aor oe aap: Nb a anger: | prudence and a regard for the credit of the state, ought 
om, So yay whates en as = — erase to have dictated, the commissioners to have went on and 
Shy dotiars, “to mmy Cae suc b ee put ; eee ae | increased the debts, and are still increasing them, when 
Penne senna Spe seene Sens way petey af “te | no funds are provided for their payment that by their 
poate or eidermns, or court lysing Jurisdiction, in seid | estimate $1,342,065 46 cents will be wanted by the 2d 
city or county, according to the sum demanded,in which | dais al Jamenry nent Now Sir, instead of making pro- 
suit the oath or affirmation of the demandant, and the vision for the payment of the debt due by the state, and 
path or affirmation of the defendant, shall be —_ and which I think absolutely necessary to support the cred- 
competent testimony to prove or disprove such demand, | « thereof, we are presented with a bill to borrow ona 
whether the trial be by jury, arbitration or otherwise, temporary loan 1,000,000 of dollars more. And sir, I 


and execution may issue against the property or person | <b ould have supposed, that prudence and justice would 


= et ha tou eee at os have directed sis in the first place, to have commenced 
RECN WE s SRF Y | and made provision for the payment of the money thus 


beyond the time now provided by law for appeal, or| 1 owed and become due, nor can I see how we can 


process of revision, according to existing laws. .._ | rationally t to borrow, unless we make provisi 
Sect.3. And be it further enacte | by the authority | rationally expec . . oe 


; , : | for the payment thereof. Taking the amount borrow- 
eS ee ee | ed on temporary loans, the amount wanted en the 2d of 


t ; t to the | January next, and a moderate estimate for the year to 
Sy NN Se ag es nd = rs ane f | come, (taking for data eur present expenditures) we 
Pease contained in the first an ee °" | shall have to raise by loan or otherwise, six millions of 
this act, be, and the same are hereby repealed. dollars in the coming year; therefore to show that I can- 


The Canal Loan bill came up fora third reading, and | not support those to whom we have intrusted the man- 


on the question on its passage, Mr, Fujlerton rose and | agement of our improvements, in a larger expenditure 


‘ than the appropriations made by law will justify, I am 
meade the following ststement, compelled to vote against this bill. 


Mr. Fullerton said:—Mr, Speaker, I feel myself una-| I would, therefore, sir, call upon the Senate, to a 
ble to do justice to the subject now before us; but hay- | to reflect, to consider what is to be the end of these things 
ing voted for a similar bill last year, it may be consider- | If, sir the commissioners go on the coming year as they 
ed necessary for me to state my reasons for so doing.— | have the present—contracting debts—we shall,again the 
When I look. at the bill on our tables and find that I | the first day of January, 1831, or I might say again the 
cannot vote for it, and considering the way in which it | next meeting of the legislature, be indebted thirteen 
originated, I cannot refrain from stating the reaséns | millions of dollars—yes, sir, thirteen millions of dollars 
which induce me to raise my voice against the passage | —in the short space of 13 months we shall be thirteen 
hereof, millions of dollars in debt; and, sir, of this thirteen mil. 
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lions, upwards of six millions of this sum has to be paid | Messrs. Burden and Duncan supported the bill—Mr. 
in this period of 13 months—halfa million of dollars to | Powell declared himself dissatisfied with the bill, but 
be paid every month for 13 months to come—no re-| under circumstances was compelled to vote for it. The 
sources proviced to meet this alarming amount—noth- | bill passed Yeas 21. Nays9. 
ing brought to our view but temporary loans—temporary _ 
loans. HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
It may be said, sir, that this is not the proper time to Th pe 7 
oppose the improvements, and the sadn. of the bill Ply ane Sn ae eee — anenocyoene’ 
ought not to be interrupted. I feel, sir, that in some | . eager mathe apy ange aa = 
Measure it is so—our situation may be compared to a | avageenanny relative 9a the fap. Colatesion ey 
case like this: a breach is made in your canal in cold | ;" watch: * i declared Morag ee apepeen eee 
frosty weather, those who have the superintendance of | noe RO vight te eppreprinte gan oe Cah erat 
enietbadlitios required to mend the breach. You are Also resolutions of the Gen 1 Assembly of Mississippi, 
answered we cannot, the weather is too cold, it is not declaring the tariff of 1828, comanty tothe oe 
done, the current increases, the breach is made greater, | eae mapolitic and SS o eee = 
seasonable weather comes and your agents get to work, = none — — - ~ ae 7 at . ops: in ‘ 
the breach is not repaired until unseasonable weather f ee eed dri Soe od 2 re 
again sets in—the breach not repaired, and before seas- Pee vn rt - Sie ‘a 7 a as Alle- 
onable weather again arrives the breach is still greater cai _— a pees 1 va eee aed ee 
and cannot be repaired, oo mountain vs irginia line —for incorpora — 
To justify the assertions I have made respecting the laff academy and an a ae ng a8 vor 
amount of our debt, I have made a statement from offici- eytarion comgpagitianss <inyertin-~ ter. serneteny eo 
al documents which I shall now present to the Senate. weneee aoa on . Ts — a ae 
Debts due by the commonwealth of Pennsylvania. lati ie ee - 7 Prapage teas canipe i 
Amount contracted previous to canal im- ution, which was adopted, requiring committee on Ja 
provements, $1,840,000 00 diciary to revise laws respecting master and servant,and 
Amount of several loans for canals,&c. 6 300,000 00 especially to inquire into the expediency of devising « 
: more effectual remedy against apprentices charged with 
improper conduct, by vesting in justices of the peace a 








Amount of debt for which the state pays 








: discretionary power to extend or refuse to the appren- 
Sain aeeabesined asia dies thn sundry 8,140,000 00 tice, the benefit of recognizance, &e. also whether per- 
improvements for which sum the state sons harboring absconding apprentices shall recover 
cabin tn ben-delfell on 910.192 05 | Doatding clothing, &c. or whether they shall not be lia- 

, . ble for their time, &c. A resolution of Mr. Banks was 

Making of debts contracted by the state, 8,350,000 00 adopted, requiring same committee to inquire into the 
peebiehel dake Deets coctrasvert 30th expediency of extending jurisdiction of the circuit 
Oct. as stated by the commissioners 655.440 gg | CoUrTts to causes pending in the district courts & courts 
Amount wanted on improvements up ‘ ’ of common pleas, wherein new trials have been or may 
2d January 1830 per commissioners es- be granted; and to causes removed by writs of error to 
timate, 686,624 58 the supreme court, in which venire facias-ses de novo, 


have been or may be awarded, &c. ‘The Loan billcame 
Making amount of debt, 2d Jany. 1830, 9,692,257 51 = ” ane undies of the aeyyand foes Rows: 

Amount estimated for canal and rail road Sect. 1. Beit enacted, &c. That the Governor be, 

purposes for the year 1830, 2,307,742 49 | and he is hereby authorised, to negotiate a temporary 

| loan on the credit of the commonwealth, not to exceed 

Making amount of debt 1st Jany. 1831, 12,000,000 00 | one million of dollars, at an interest not exceeding five 

Believing the above estimate too low, it per centum per annum, with any bank or banks, cor- 

being $1,234,322 97 less than the am’t. poration or individual og, individuals, as in his opinion 


























expended the present year, taking a- _may be most advantageous, and the sum or sums of 
mount borrowed, debts contracted by | money so borrowed shall be paid to, and vested in the 
commissione¥s and commissioners esti- | Commissioners of the Internal Improvement Fund, to 
mate, 1 therefore add, 1,000,000 09 _ be applied by them in payment of demands upon that 

| fund, and the money so borrowed to be repaid to the 

Amount of debt Jany. 1, 1831, 13,000,000 “4 ee or lenders within six months from the date of 

| this act. 

It appears by the Governors message that | It was considered in committee of the whole. A con- 
of the loan of 2,200,000, there is yet on | siderable debate arose—Mr. Moure, of Erie, opposed it 
temporary loans, 1,420,876 12) on the ground that he was ignorant of the manner in 

Now wanted per commissioners estimate, 1,342,065 46! which the money already placed in the hands of the Ca- 

Fstimated expenditures for the year 1830, nal Commissioners had been disposed of, in whom his 
for canals and rail roads, 3,307,742 49 | confidence had beenshaken. Mr. Wilkins was in favor 








of the bill—the sum appropriated last winterhad been 
exhausted, and there was misery among those employ- 
ed on the canal; and the state ought to loose no time in 
retrieving her credit, and fulfilling her engagements to 
those men, who ought not to be obliged to sell their 
certificates at 10 to 15 p. c. discount, as many had done. 
Mr. Mallery thought that the message contained all the 


This is the amount will have to be raised, 6,070,684 07 | 


to pay temporary loans, and carry on the improvements 
in the year 1830. . 


In addition to the amount stated I might, sir, add the 
sum of 210,192 05 for which the treasurer is liable to be 
called on, in the coming year, on account of appropria- 
tions made by law, for the purpose of improving turn-| information he expected at present, and that the object 

ikes, bridges, rivers, and other miscellaneous debts— | of the bill was to obtain a temporary loan, until ways & 
= sir, this is but such a trifle it is not material to this meahs could be devised for a permanent one. Mr.Moore 


statement. thought a million was too much and proposed $500,000. 

Now, sir, the burden that has been brought on my| Mr. Wilkinsreminded Mr. M_ that as one million had 
mind,and is to be laid on the shoulders of the good peo- | been cut off the bill for three millions for which he vo- 
ple of this state, and on those I have the honor to repre-| ted last year, there must be a deficiency of that sum 
sent (though I must confess feebly by me represented) | now. Mr. Mallary remarked that near one million was 


has caused me to raise my voice, and willcause me to| due the contractors on the 15th inst. and that another es- 
record my vote against this bill. 
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timate would no doubt raise the amount above the sum 
proposed in the bill. Mr. Moore insisted that they ought 
to have some kind of estimate so as to know what had 
been paid for work done and to be done; and that the 
former canal commissioners had misled the legislature in 
their reports. Mr. Martin had two difficulties to get o- 
ver—Ist, as the termsin the present bill were the same 
as in the bill last year, and that failed, what reason was 
there to believe that this would succeed? 2d, as this bill 
raised the amount to what the Governor objected to last 
year, how he could with the same views sanction this— 
he wished the committee torise. Mr.Galbraith objected, 
and stated that the Governor in his message had given 
strong evidence that he would net be opposed to this ap- 
propriation, Mr. Parke thought they had not sufficient 
information to understand the subject, and that if the 
Governor and Commissioners had run in debt, they 
might ran the risx—that members ought to have fur- 
ther time, and the reports of the commissioners—he mo- 
ved that the committee rise and sit again on the second 
‘Tuesday of November. Mr. Dennison thought this was 
no time for abandoning the system of internal improve- 
ments, and/that although the commissioners had gone 
further than he might have wished, they had not pro- 
ceeded as far as their extraordinary powers would have 
authorized—and that if the question was postponed, the 
character of the state, which stood pledged, would not 
beredeemed. Mr. Petriken stated thaithe debt for 
which the last legislature was called on to make provi- 
sion was $3,800,000, and that the appropriation was not 
sufficient to cover it—this bill was not to pay former 
loans, but honest creditors—the commissioners deserved 
credit for having proceeded with so much vigor, having 
completed 176 miles. Mr, Parke’s motion to rise was 
negatived. The question on the bill was decided in 
the affirmative. Committee rose and reported to the 
house. 

Items of unfinished bills referred, viz: relative to a 
state road on east side of the Susquehanna from Sunbury 
to Roger’s ferry—relative to appointment of inspectors 
of lumber on the North Branch—reclative to petition of 
Wm. Sheuff praying compensation for damages sustain- 
ed by him in attempting to descend with his ark over 
the dam erected by the canal commisioners across the 
Juniata near Lewistown—relative to entering satisfac- 
tion on judgments, mortgages, and conveyances—to a 
state road in Montgomery co. Petition from A. M‘Gill 
for lamages sustained as a mail contractor by Penn’a 
Canalinjuring the mail route. 

Wednesday, Nov. 11.—An item referred relative to a 
state road from opposite Robbstown to Corkstown—also 
to a tax on Henrysburg for defraying expenses of water 
pipes, &c.—also authorizing Secretary of Land-Office 
to issue patents to certain actual settlers residing north 
and west of the Ohio and Allegheny rivers and Cone- 
wango creek—Judiciary committee reported a bill sup- 
plementary to an act to regulate elections, passed 15th 
Feb. 1799, and declaratory of the law in relation to the 
evidence required to entitle naturalized citizens to vote. 
Bill reported to establish Dundaff Academy—to erect 
part of Mifflin co’ty into ‘Juniata county”—to lay out 
road from Sunbury to Roger’s ferry. ‘The bill relative 
to Pennsylvania canal and rail road read a second time. 
Mr. Parke moved to postpone to 18th Dec. upon which 
there was a considerable debate—bill was ordered to be 
transcribed by a large majority. 

Thursday, Nov. 12.—Resolution, requiring a state- 
ment of the amount of money paid on account of unpat- 
ented lands since act of April 8, 1829—Judiciary com- 
mittee to inquire into expediency of a more general ex- 
tension of the provisions of the act of 12th March, 1806, 
relating to securing the mechanics and others payment 
for their labour and materials in erecting any house or 
building in. the ‘City and Co. of Philadelphia—commit- 
tee reported a bill, entitled an act relative to entering 
satisfaction, on judgments, mortgages and recognizan- 
ces, made the order of the day for Thursday 19th.— 
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Act authorizing a temporary loan, read third time and 
agreed to. Yeas 73, Nays 20—as follows: 
YEAS.—Messrs. Alexander, Anderson, Banks, 

Barlow, Barndollar, Bestress, Beaver, Black, (of Green) 
Black, (of Perry) Blair, Bushfield, Butts, Byerly,Carter, 
Cox, Craft, Cummin, Denison, Eneix, Evans, (Phia. ) 
Ferguson, Fetterman, Frick, Fuller, Galbrith, Griffith, 
Hamaker, Hoffinan, James, Kelshner,Laporte,Leam ng, 
Linvill, M’Minn, M’Quaide, Mallery, Martin, Mathews, 
(of Camb.) Middleswarth, Mitche!l, Moore, (of Erie,) 
Moore, (of Beaver, ) Morgan, Morris, Newhart, Overfield, 
Parkhurst, Patterson, (Allegheny,) Patterson, (Wash- 
ington,) Petrikin, Pettigrew, Power, Purviance, Rahn, 
Ramsey, Read, Rehrer, Riter, Robison, Rhule, Sellers, 
Sloan, Smick, Stanley, Statler; Taylor, Tomlinson, Wa- 
gener, Waugh, [of Mercer,}] Waugh, (of Wash. } Wilkins, 
Workman, Smith, Speaker—73S. 

NAYS—Messrs. Doudle, Evans, [of Montgomery,} 
Fisher, Geiger Hathorn, Knebley, Landish, Long, 
M’Conkey, M’Sherry, Matheys, [Mont] Middleeoff, My- 
ers, Parke, Pugh, Rutherford, Slemmer, Stauffer, Wan~ 
ner—20, 

Friday, Nov. 13. Resolution adopted=-Judieiary com- 
mittee to inquire into the expediency of #0 amending 
the penal laws, asto give conclusive jurisdiction to ak- 
dermen and justices, in cases of penal larceny—-and 
to provide a more effectual remedy for trespass on the 
rights of property. The joint judiciary committee to 
report bill or bills for consolidation of penal laws. Item 
of unfinished business referred relative to digesting and 
publishing in a pamphlet, the laws relative to inland 
navigation and internal improvements.—Judiciary com- 
mittee reported a bill authorizing the appointment of a 
reporter of the decisions of the supreme court—also the 
Secretary of the Land-office to issue patents to certain 
actual settlers in Ohio, &c.—also bill relative to hawk- 
ers and pedlars—East Sandy creek declared a highway 
—resolution for Purdon’s.Digest adopted, price not to 
exceed 5 dollars—bill relative to duties of supervisors 
in certain counties. 

Saturday, Nov. 14.—Petitions for Pittsburgh and 
Birmingham Turnpike company. Also from citizens 
of Harrisburg, praying for a communication between 
Pennsylvania canal and the Susquehanna river, near 
said town, referred. Resolution adopted for Judiciary 
committee to inquire into propriety of providing by aw 
that a judgment against one of several obligors or co- 
partners on suits instituted against two or more, when 
only one is served, shall not be a bar to another suit 
against the obligors or copartners not served. Mr. Dou- 
del offered a resolution, taat the Legislature adjourn 
on the 18th November, to meet on 11th December, and 
members not to receive pay during the adjournment, 
laid on table. Bill reported to incorporate Shippens- 
ville and Emlenton Turnpike company. Bill on super- 
visors duties ordered to be transcribed. H. Gazettes. 





EMBARGO IN 1755. 
( From the original MSS._) 


By the Honorable Robert Hunter Morris, Esquire, Lieu- 
tenant Governor and Commander in Chief of the Pro- 
vince of Pennsylvania and Counties of New Castle, 
Kent and Sussex on Delaware. 

Whereas | have receiv’d certain Accounts, that a 
large French Fleet with a considerable number of 
Land Forces on Board is arriv’d at Louisburg; and there 
being Reason to believe they have great Dependance 
on being supplied with Provisions from the British Col- 
nies in North America; __I have therefore by and with 
the advise of the Council thought proper to Jay an &m- 
bargo on allships and vessels now bound or intending 
to go from any Port or Ports within this province and 
the Counties aforesaid for the space of one month now 
next, whose Cargo or any Part thereof shall consist of 
Provisions warlike and naval stores or amunition, and I 
do hereby strictly enjoin and command all and every the 
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Officers of hie majesties customs within this Province | 
and the Govetnment of the Counties of New Castle, | 
Kent, and Sussex upon Delaware that they do not an- | 
der any pretence whatsoever permit, for the space of | 
one month next ensuing the date hereof, without my | 
special licence and and Permission signified fo them un- | 
der mv hand and eal at arms any ship or vessel to clear | 
out of their respective offices for any port or place 

whatsoever, that shall have on board any more or great: | 
er quantity of provisions, warlike and naval stores or am- 
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the night of Monday and up to twelve o’clock or. Tues- 
day. Five minutes before the appointed hour, the water 
touched the Pitt-burgh shore. Im half an hour the ea- 
nal was filled to the tunnel, and three packet boats 
crossed in fine style, hailed by ten thousand spectators, 
and under a salute of 105 guns from the artillery. The 
military ¢rowned the hill back of the chapel, from 
whence they could command the whole scene. 


Judge Wilkins, member elect from Allegheny to the 





unition than shall be absolutely necessary for the sever- | next congress, has resigned his seat in Congress, conse- 
al crews of such ships or vessels in the course of their) quently a special election will be held to supply the 
intended voyage;Given undor my hand and seal at arms} vacancy. Henry Baldwin, Esq. is announced a3 a can- 
at Philadelphia the third day of July in the year of our | didate. are | 
Lord one thousand seven hundred and fifty five and| A beel, weighing eight pounds and four ounces, was 
in the twenty ninth year of his majestys reign. | raised in the past season in the garden of Robert Wil- 
ROBT. H. MORRIS. | Son, Esq. of Loganville, in this county.— Furk Rec. 
INSTRUCTIONS The weather during last week was remarkably varia- 
To William Till, Esq. Collector of the Customs at New-| ble. On Monday the air was serene and mild, resem- 
castle, Pennsilvania. | bling that of the finest days of an Indian summer. Or? 
SIR, | Tuesday we had a drizzling rain; on Wednesday it 
It having been represented to the Commissioners by changed and became clear and cold; and on Thursday 
several Merchants of London, That great quantities of | snow fell sufficient to whiten the ground. Friday was 
European and East India Goodsare run into His Majes- | clear and moderate, and the snow soon disap peared 
ty’s Colonies and Plantations in America from France | from the streets, which, however, were again covered 
and Holland, and the Traders in Tea having particular- | with sleet in the night; on Saturday morning the wea- 
ly complained both to the Lords of the ‘Treasury and | ther moderated, and in the afternoon we had rain; Sun- 
this Board, that the triffling quantities of Tea which are | (lay was a clear and pleasant day, but during the night 
sent from this Kingdom to the Plantations serve only for | the sky became overcast; and yesterday was principally 
a coyer to the vast consumption which is almost totally | cloudy, though not otherwise unpleasant.—ib. 
supplied by the Smuglers from abroad. Iam directed p 
by the Commissioners to recommend it to you in the | INSOLVENTS. 


strongest manner to use your utmost endeavors to put a| Of 300 Applicants to the Court on the 20th October, theré 
stop to these'frauds,and you are from the best information | 





















































were 
you can get, to report to the Board what may be the an- | Laborers 42\| Coachmaker 1 
nual consumption of Tea in your Province, and wheth- | Shoemakers 24} Chairmaker 1 
er any and what Seizures have been made of that com- | Merchants 18 | Confectioner 1 
modity in particular, or any other Goods in the manner | Weavers andspinners 17 Cooper t 
directed by my Letter of 28th Sept. 1750, distinguish- | Carpenters 15 | Currier 1 
ing each Species of Goods and the value or each Sei- | Blacksmiths 11 | Drayman 1 
zure on the appraisement and sale. | Grocers 9! Distiller 1 
Tam, Sir, | Bricklayers and brick- Engineer 1 
Your most humble Servant | makers 71 Frame maker 1 
WM. WOOD. | Accountants 7 | Tanner 1 
Custom-house, London, 15th April, 1752. | Cabinetmakers 6 | Fringe weaver 1 
" | Painters and glaziers 6 | Grate maker 1 
MISCELLANEOUS. Tailors 6 | Gunsmith 1 
Meavvitis, Noy. 12., | Butchers 6 | Goldbeater 1 
Winter has come on in earnest with a brisk fall of | Innkeepers 6 | Hose manufacturer 1 
snow, accompanied by a searching north wester. Mariners 5 | Iron founder 1 
| Plasterers 5| Jeweller | t 
On Wednesday last, twelve or fifteen wagons passed Bakers 3 | Leather dealer 1 
our door, laden with coal, destined for Rehrersburg, | Combmakers 3 Lottery broker 1 
Berks county, a distance of twenty miles from this Manufacturers 3 }- Milkman 1 
place. Thus new markets are springing up every day | Shipwrights 3 | Manufacturer of wine 
for our valuable mineral. — Miner’s Jour. Stonecutters 3 bitters 5 1 
Traders 3 | Ornamental painter 1 
Snow fell last Tuesday, 10th oa" on the Broad Moun a ; ae : 
i ‘ i ble depth.—7d. somedians stler 
eae Oe Farmers 2} Pewtermanufacturer 1 
PITTSBURGH. Porters 21 Pewterer I 
Extract of a letter to one of the members of the Legis: | Storekeepers 2| Pedlar 1 
lature, dated Pittsburgh, Nov. 11, 1829. Turners 2} Printer k 
“Pittsburgh, the emporium of Western trade—the | Upholsterers 2 Paper maker 1 
fayorite seat of manufactures, has at last been permitted | Waiters 2) Rigger 1 
to enjoy the benefits of the Pennsylvania canal, + Watchmakers 2 | Ropemaker : I 
Yesterday was probably a day of more enthusiastic Tin manufacturers 2 | Ship carpenter 1 
feeling than Pittsburgh ever witnessed. The 20th inst. | Teachers 2 | Sailmaker 1 
was fixed for letting the water in; to cross the acque- | Auctioneer 1} Shingle dresser 1 
duct, but it was generally believed, that the exertions | Bandbox maker 1! Stonecutter 1 
of man could scarcely be directed so as to effect it by | Boardinghouse keeper 1] Suspender maker 1 
that period. The acting canal commissioner with that | Tobacconist 1} Masons 1 
promptitude and perseverance which distinguishes his | Whipmaker 1! Watchman 1 
character, persisted in his efforts, and to evcry petition | Collector 1 | Unknown 19 
for more time, responded by requiring more force. The | Bookbinder 1 Siahanetn 
men were in fine spirits, and went on cheeringly during | Cotton carder 1 300 
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